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THE SOCIETY'S PERIODICALS. 


Tur SarLtors’ MaGazinE AND SEAMEN’s FRIEND, a monthly publication of 
thirty-two pages, contains the proceedings of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’s FRIEND 
Society, and its Branches and Auxiliaries, with notices of the labors of local 
independent Societies in behalf of seamen, ‘its aim being to- present as general 
view of. the history, nature, progress, and wants of the SEAMEN’s Caus SE, and 
commend it to the sympathies, the prayers and the benefactions of the community. 

It is also designed to furnish interesting reading matter for Seamen, especially 
such as will tend to their spiritual edification. “Tmportant notices to Mariners, 
memoranda of disasters, deaths, &c., are given in its pages, with correspondence 
and articles from our foreign chaplains, and from chaplains and friends of the 
cause at home. No field at this time presents more ample material for an inter- 
esting periodical. 

Tur MAGAzInz is sent to single subscribers for ONE Douar a year, invariably 
in advance. It will also be furished to Life Directors and Life Members of the 
Society, gratuitously, wpon annual request . for the same. 


THE ‘SEAMEN’S FRIEND is issued as a four page tract adapted to Seamen, and 
gratuitously distributed among them. It is furnished to Auxiliary Societies for 
this use, at the rate of OnE DoLLar per hundred, 


Tuer Lire Boat, a four page sheet, published monthly, will contain brief tales, 
anecdotes, incidents, ete., and facts relating to the work of the Loan Lrpraries- 
issued by ‘the Society. —Any Sabbath-School contributing to the Society $20, for 
a Loan Liprary, may receive fifty copies of the Lire Boat gratis, monthly, for 
one year, with postage prepaid, 


All Remittances for the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Socigty, in payment of subscrip-- 
tions to the Saitors’ MaGazine, or for other purposes, should be sent, for security, by: 
check, draft on New York, or P. O. Money Order,—payable to the order of WILLIAM (C. 
STURGES, Treasurer, at & Wall St., New York, N. Y. Acknowledgment of their receipt 
will be forwarded to the sender by return mail, and if not duly received, the Treasurer 
should at once be notified. If impracticable to procure checks, etc., the money may be for- 
warded, but always in a registered letter. All Postmasters are now ie to register 
letters when asked to do so, at a fee of ten cents each. 
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FIFTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY—SERMON BY REV. DR. 
ARMITAGE—ANNUAL MEETING. 


Another anniversary of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
has come and gone,—being celebrated this year, on Sunday evening, 
8th May, by a sermon delivered in the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, 
in New York City, by its pastor, Rev. THomas Armiraag, D. D. 
A good audience was in attendance, and acceptable music was furnish- 
ed by the choir. In the preliminary service, prayer was offered, as for 
many years past, by Rev. Dr. JoHN SpauLpineG, of the Society’s 
Board of Trustees. The following summary of the Society’s opera- 
tions during its fifty-third year, was then read by Rey. 8. H. Haut, 
D. D., Corresponding Secretary. 


ABSTRACT OF 
FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT,—MAY 9th, 1881. 


In the Misstonary Work of the Society during the rirry-ruIrD year of its history, 
the Chaplains, Missionaries, Bible and Tract Distributors, Colporteurs, Helpers and 
others, who have been aided (wholly or in part) from its treasury, have wrought on 
the Labrador Coast of North America;—in the Scandinavian countries of Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark;—at Hamburg in Germany ;—at Antwerp in Belgium ;—in 
France, at Havre and Marseilles;—at Genoa and Naples in Italy ;—at Yokohama in 
Japan ;—in the Sandwich Islands;—and in the United States, at Portland, Or., and 
on the waters of Puget Sound;—at San Francisco, Cal. ;—Galveston, Tex. ;—New 
Orleans, La. ;—Pensacola, Fla.;—Savannah, Ga. ;—Charleston, 5. C.;—Wilmington, 
N. C. ;—Norfolk, Va.;—Chelsea and Boston, Mass. ;—Rochester and Syracuse, N. Y.; 
on the Erie Canal and ils connections ;—and in the cities and vicinities of New York, 
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Jersey City, N. J., and Brooklyn, N. Y., including the U.S. Navy Yard in the last 
named city. The labors of these devoted men have been blessed to the rescue, com- 
fort and conversion of very many seamen. They have preached the Gospel in Beth- 
els and on ship-board, have visited sailors in the forecastle, hospitals, and elsewhere, 
conversing with them, giving them the Scriptures, and in every possible way be- 
friending them, with reference to their temporal and spiritual good. 

In the changes of the year, Rev. 8. R. BurLer, who has served most faithfully 
and almost continually since 1870, at the Labrador Coast Mission, retires for the 
present, at least, with broken health,—religious labor among the population resident 
at Bonne Esperance Harbor being now carried on by Miss WARRINER of Toronto, 
Canada, and Miss Wiixxrs of Buffalo, N. Y. Mr. Gerriz of Montreal will take up 
the good work as it drops from the hands that have toiled there so long and so suc- 
cessfully, for the coming summer, when seamen are there in great numbers,——and 
perhaps for a longer period.—Rev. S. Swenson, at Gottenberg, Sweden, also closed 
his connection with us at the opening of the present calendar year. 

Rey. C. R. Treat, who assumed the responsibilities of the Antwerp, Belgiwm, 
chaplaincy in April, 1880, has found his work there most delightful and productive, 
but is compelled to abandon it, against our own and the heartily expressed wishes 
of his Antwerp constituency,—by unexpected and constraining domestic considera- 
tions. He is to be succeeded by Rey. ArtHuUR Ports, well known as a’ faithful min- 
ister of Christ, who goes out under a two years’ commission from our own in connec- 
tion with the London British and Foreign Sailors’ Society. 

Rey. James Gorpon Gray, the English chaplain at Naples, Italy, who supervises 
our work for sailors, in that harbor, has lately accepted an appointment as pastor at 
Rome, but will (D. v.) continue his work at Naples until October, 1881.—Rev. E. N. 
Cran, for sixteen years our chaplain at Norfolk, Va., is also about to close the 
long term of service which God has most abundantly blessed. 

With these exceptions, our force of Christian laborers remains the same as at the 
opening of the year,—and the Society now sustains and aids Christian work for the 
men of the sea in THIRTY-THREE seaports in the United States and in foreign countries. 

The twelvemonth has been marked at Copenhagen, in Denmark, by great activity 
and spiritual life at our Seamen’s Mission;—at Hamburg, Germany, by the opening 
and dedication, in June last, of a new ‘‘ British and American Sailors’ Institute,” 
with chapel, reading-rooms, etc., and at Marseilles, France, by the opening, in 
July, 1880, of a ‘Sailors’ Home,” the only one in that Republic. 

During the year, at New Orleans, La., under the earnest and long continued labor 
of Rey. L. H. Prasr, our faithful chaplain, an evangelical undenominational 
church organization has been formed, styled The Brotherhood of the Sea and Land, 
embracing six or eight different nationalities, and as many different religious denomi- 
nations—including the Catholic—‘‘ where we aim,” says the chaplain, ‘‘to gather and 
minister to Christian sailors. We have,” he adds,—‘‘ over 2,000 signers of the tem- 
perance pledge on our ‘ Roll of Honor,’ and this temperance army, and other seamen, 
are furnished, whenever they desire it, as they go forth on departing ships, with a 
bundle of publications as rations and ammunition. We have a little short of 3,000 
volumes in the library of our reading-room, and receive regularly between two and 
three hundred different periodicals in twelve or fifteen different languages, and three 
thousand letters have been written to distant anxious relatives and friends which 
would not otherwise have been written.” 

The work here noted may serve as a sample of the efforts put forth at most of 
our stations to discharge the trust left with our missionaries by the Lord of the 
Sea, 
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Our Mission Work at Portland, Oregon, and in Puget Sownd, under chaplain 
Stusss and his worthy helpmate, Mrs. Stupss, calls for profound gratitude in view 
of results already secured. And the calls to enter upon new fields of effort in that 
rapidly developing region, particularly at Tacoma, W. T., are such as we are only 
hindered from answering, by our pecuniary inability to respond to them. 

Loan Liprary Worx.—The number of loan libraries sent out during the year 
ending March 31st, 1881, is EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-TWo, (of which THREE HUN- 
DRED AND TWELVE were new, and FIVE HUNDRED AND SIXTY refitted) on vessels carry- 
ing 12,374 men; making the total number of new libraries sent out since the work 
was inaugurated, (1858-9), twenty-three years ago, SEVEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND 
ELEVEN; containing by count 391,070 volumes, and accessible through srvEN?yY-Wwo 
HUNDRED AND NINETY-THREE reshipments, to 278,840 men. The loan libraries shipped 
in the U. S. Navy have reached the number of NINE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-ONE, con- 
taining 83,156 volumes, and haye been accessible on different vessels, to 105,236 men. 

New York Sartors’ Homu.—This Home at 190 Cherry St., is the property and 
under the direction of the Society. It was opened in 1842; reconstructed, refurnished, 
and réopened in 1880, and is now unsurpassed by any Sartors’ Home in the world. 
During the past year it has accommodated 2,162 boarders. These men temporarily 
deposited with the Lessee, $17,218, of which amount, $7,507 were sent to relatives 
and friends, $1,900 were placed to their credit in the Savings Banks, and the balance 
was returned to the depositors.—The whole number of boarders since the HomE was 
established is 98,752, and the amount saved by it to seamen and their relatives during 
the thirty-nine years since its establishment, has been more than $1,500,000. Ship- 
wrecked sailors are constantly provided for within its doors. 

Its moral and religious influences cannot be fully estimated, but very many seamen, 
(not less than ONE HUNDRED, since January, 1880,) have there been led to Christ as the 
Sinner’s Friend and Savior. These results have come, under God, from the facts 
that family worship has always been regularly maintained in the chapel of the insti- 
tution, accompanied by other religious meetings, and evangelistic labor. During the 
past year missionaries have been steadily in attendance at the Home; daily meetings 
for prayer have been held, and stated Temperance and devotional meetings have 
been sustained on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday evenings of each week. 

SHIPWRECKED AND Destrrutr.—At the Sartors’ Homn, and at the Rooms of the 
Society, there has been expended, during the year, for the relief of shipwrecked and 
destitute seamen, and of seamen’s widows, the sum of $409 79.—Seamen discharged 
from the: hospitals as incurable, and some permanently disabled from accident or 
other causes, have been provided, as heretofore, with transportation to their friends, 
assisted in their applications for admittance to the Sailor’s Snug Harbor, or aided in 
such other ways as their necessities demanded, and as the Society could use for their 
help. 

Pusiications.—The Society has published during the past year, 87,000 copies of 
the Sarmors’ Macaziner;—and for gratuitous distribution among seamen, 20,000 
copies of the SEAMEN’s FrieND; with 158,500 copies of the Lire Boar for the use of 
Sabbath Schools. It has also printed for distribution, 1,000 copies of its Fifty- 
Second Annual Report. 

SprcraL Grants.—As in past years, the Society has continued to respond, to the 
extent of its ability, to earnest applications for help from Auxiliary Societies; and 
from independent seamen’s missions, when such help seemed to be worthily called for. 

Fryancrs.—A statement of receipts and expenditures is made by the Treasurer 
at each monthly meeting of the Trustees, and upon approval is referred to an 
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auditing Committee. These monthly statements for the year just closed, have been 
examined, and pronounced correct. In the year ending March 31st, 1881, the dis- 
bursements of the Society for Missionary Work, Publications, Libraries and Expen- 
ses, amounted to $41,456.59,—and the income from all sources, to $36,497.91, 
making a deficit of $4,958.68. 

Lire Memprrs.—Thirty-nine persons have been constituted Life Members, during 
the past year, by donations of $30, each,—and one person by a donation of $100 has 
been constituted a Life Director of the Society. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—Thanks are tendered, as in previous years, to the AMERICAN 
Brse Society for generous grants of the Holy Scriptures,—and to the AMERICAN 
Tract, with other Societies, as well as to various publishing houses in this and 
other cities, who have furnished us books for our libraries at reduced rates. The 
Trustees of the Liyptey Murray Funp haye also shown us generous favor.—Prof. 
R. H. Butt of the University of the City of New York has continued to furnish the 
monthly record of the Positions of the Principal Planets, for the Sartors’ MA@aZzIng, 
and Rev. Dr. J. E. RockwELL haying concluded the valuable series of articles upon 
Tur SEAPORTS OF THE BIBLE, with which its recent pages have been enriched, has 
commenced the publication, within it, of another series of equal or greater permanent 
value, upon THE CoMMERCE OF THE BrsLE.—The leading private, as well as public 
hospitals of this city have received and gratuitously ministered to such sick seamen, 
as we have sent to them,—and the Colored Home and Hospital in 65th Street has 
done the same.—Railroad, Steamboat and Ocean Steamship Companies have kindly 
responded when asked to assist in the transportation of disabled seamen to their homes. 


The Board of Trustees of Tuz AMERICAN SHAMEN’S FRIEND Socrety at the rirry- 
THIRD anniversary of its organization, find it necessary to make a special appeal to its 
friends, and to all who are interested in the welfare of three million sailors in the 
world, sorely needing its good offices,—for funds to carry on its work. 

As is well known, the Society seeks to promote the spiritual welfare of seamen in 
all the large ports of our own and foreign lands, by sending out earnest and devoted 
laborers to meet them and throw around them such influences as will redound to 
their good. It seeks also to improve their temporal welfare by raising the standard 
of the homes provided for them in seaport cities, and by caring for them when they 
are in a shipwrecked and destitute condition. It also seeks to protect them in their 
rights, by watching for and furthering all good legislation in their behalf. It charges 
itself, moreover, with furnishing libraries to vessels for use at sea, to the extent that 
it is provided with funds for that purpose. 7 

For more than a half century, it has steadily pursued these high and holy aims,— 
with what success let the improving condition of this most interesting class in the 
human family bear witness. : 

But while the work grows on its hands, its receipts of money fail to keep pace with 
the expanding need. They therefore close this Abstract by an appeal,—the response to 
which, will they trust, by God’s blessing, justify them in extending the great and 
good work which has been entrusted to their hands. 


Donations for the Society may be sent to WILLIAM C. STURGES, Esq., 
Treasurer, 80 Wall Street, New York, N.Y, 
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The sermon by the Rev. Dr. Arw1rage which followed the preced- 
ing Abstract, was listened to with the closest attention. We give it 
to our readers, herewith, assured of the abiding and stimulating inter- 
est in the truths it forcibly presents, that must be aroused within 
them by its perusal. Its author styles it,— 


Pa SHA 
and his text was,— 


Psatm xov. 5: The sea is His, and He made it: and His hands 
formed the dry land. 


4 


The peculiar method which God has chosen of making himself 
known by his works, is marvellous. He does not present himself ful- 
ly, as the Creator, in any one part of his works, so that the phrase- 
ology used to make known his various works is as varied as those works 
themselves. For example, he never says that, he has left his foot- 
prints upon the earth or sky. He calls these his ‘‘ handiworks,” the 
works of his ‘‘fingers,” and of his “hands.” This phraseology is 
forceful indeed, but when he speaks of his majestic works in the sea, 
he rises to a colossal majesty of expression, as one moving forth with 
great dignity:—‘‘ Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great 
waters, and thy footsteps are not known.” In order to read all the 
natural attributes of the Creator, we must see him in all his works, 
the sea, ‘‘the dry land,” and the sky. Generally the close examina- 
tion of these brings devout conviction of his eternal power and God- 
head; so generally indeed, that we say, ‘‘ The undevout astronomer is 
mad.” And whoever heard of an infidel sailor, and one made an infidel 
by his study of the sea? Tossed about on its restless billows, he 
looks down into its wonderous depths, his eye attempts to measure its 
vast expanse, every movement reveals to him a thousand new and 
various forms of its existence, and all his experiences are interwoven 
with its wild disturbances, till conviction extorts from him Job’s con- 
fession,—of Jehovah’s wisdom and might: he ‘‘alone spreadeth out the 
heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea.” And, to him, the 
thought that God owns the sea, for that it ‘is his, and he made it,” 
so moves him, that he either trembles with delicious awe, or in his 
inner soul sings a ‘‘ Gloria in Excelsis,” as he counts the footsteps of 
Jehovah on the foam of the deep. Hence, one of the most marked 
characteristics of a seaman is, his love of song. Cold unbelief has no 
song,—scientific atheism never sings,—there is no music in sceptical 
philosophy. Whoever heard of the harp, the organ, the timbrel, the 
trumpet, or the anthem, in an infidel gathering? Unbelief has noth- 
ing to sing about. It has no grand impulses to create the inspirations _ 
of harmony and melody;—the darkness of the catacomb and the still- 
ness of eternal death have no songs echoing through them. Music 
seeks the warm home of faith, just as the happy bird seeks the bright 
sunshine, for its carols and choruses. And, if the seaman cannot pull 
a rope, or heave a lead, or turn a windlass, or weigh an anchor, or 
hoist a sail, or square a yard without a song,—it is as much because of 
the faith that is in his soul, as it is of the work which his music 
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brings out of his loves. Because he believes in God, he has songs on 
the “sea” and ‘‘the dry land,” songs in the day and songs in the 
night, songs at home and songs in a strange land, but most of all 
the Lord’s song which he learned at his mother’s knee:— 
‘*T sing the almighty power of God, 

That made the mountains rise, 

That spread the flowing seas abroad, 

And built the lofty skies.” 

Did you ever weigh the question:—Why the Savior wrought so 
many miracles upon the sea? In the creation of the world, God had 
manifested the greatness of his wisdom and power in the formation of 
the sea. He said:—‘‘Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear. And it was so. And God 
called the dry land earth, and the gathering together of the waters, 
called he seas; and God saw that it was good.” This very gathering 
together of the waters into one place, and the appearance of the ‘‘ dry 
land ” shows that at that time the surface of our globe was submerg- 
ed, and is in harmony with the well known fact, that three-fourths of 
it are covered by the ocean to-day. In certain respects the general 
purposes of the sea have all been easily perceptible to man; yet in 
many respects, his ideas concerning it were very obscure and indefinite, 
as those of a dark and unfathomed cave, until recent discoveries 
and investigations, under scientific exploration, opened this vast 
area to his knowledge. This inquiry has determined its depth, the 
deposits which cover its floor, the chemical compounding of its waters, 
the set, level, width and temperature of it currents, its magnetic and 
meteorological forces; and has classified the plants and animals of its 
teeming population, as well as the geological structure, both of its 
deep mountain beds and countless islands. The sacred writers were 
awe-stricken with what they knew of the Mediterranean and the other 
smaller seas which were known to them; but they knew no Atlantic 
and Pacific, no Arctic and Antarctic Oceans, with their revealed 
wonders. ‘Think of soundings perfectly reliable, measuring five and a 
half miles. Mount Everett, one of the Himalayas, is 29,000 feet above 
sea-level, so that the highest mountain in the world is the same in 
measurement as the deepest part of the sea. The average depth of 
the ocean is from 15 to 16,000 feet, while the average height of the 
land above the sea, is but from 900 to 1,000 feet. Hence, if the general 
level of the sea were lowered 100 fathoms, Great Britain would be 
joined to the continent of Europe, then, Denmark, Holland, Belgium 
and France would be one with the Hebrides, the Shetland and Orkney 
Islands, and the North Sea would nearly disappear; the banks of New- 
foundland and Hudson’s Bay would become dry land, the Falkland 
Islands would be united to South America, Australia and New Guinea 
would become one, and new lands would spring up along the entire 
east coast of Asia. But raise the level of the ocean 1,200 feet, and all 
the “dry land,” except table lands and similar plateaus, with high 
mountains would disappear immediately. Think of the dredging of 
ocean basins bringing up ooze and clay, rock and shell, marine plant 
and animal organism from the depth of miles, for the inspection of > 
the human eye and microscopic scrutiny; and this against a pressure 
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of four tons to the square inch, at a depth of four miles. Think of 
the delicacies of that human skill which by accurate instruments, will 
faithfully record that pressure, with all the temperatures through 
which they pass, the strata of waters through which light penetrates, 
and their power to capture the minutest fragments of beantiful crea- 
turely existence, and mammalian bones, together with all sorts of 
coral secretions and volcanic deposits, to illustrate the astonishing 
works of almightiness in the great deep. Think of crystals and feld- 
spar, erupted rocks, native iron and nickel, in ten thousand forms con- 
gregated in the deepest parts of the sea, lying at peace or sweeping 
before equatorial currents, as if to gaze upon and stand dumb before 
those vast Bermudas in carbonate of lime, secreted by insects which 
the eye cannot see; or holding companionship with slates and ice-borne 
granite in the bosom of floating frozen mountains. The superintend- 
ing God is seen in all the hidden life, the hidden movements, the hid- 
den dangers, and the hidden treasures of the ocean. The wealth of 
existence locked up in its briny treasure-house is incalculable in its 
value, for there is not one barren region in all its tropical or polar 
empire. It teems with hordes of population,—interminable from its 
surface to its floor, at all depths. Fishes have been obtained at a 
depth of more than three miles, while all the groups of deep sea 
animals are found in countless millions, to flank the shores of con- 
tinents and islands for the use of man. All varieties of life are there, 
each kind and amount being determined by the many physical condi- 
tions of the ocean itself, such as its currents of wind, its saltness, and 
its temperature. In nothing is the power of God, and also his 
wisdom, more manifest, than in the distribution of this very item of 
ocean temperature. Everywhere, in the great depressions of the oceanic 
basins, except among icebergs, the water is warmest at the surface, 
cooling rapidly, down to the depth of a few hundred feet, and then, 
more slowly down to the bottom. Generally, in the North Atlantic, 
about a mile must be descended before 40° Fahrenheit is reached, but 
in the tropical regions both of the Atlantic and Pacific, that degree is 
reached at half that distance, while that temperature is met with at 
the very surface in the polar regions. Hence, the wondrous Gulf 
Stream always setting from South to North, diffuses an immense 
~ quantity of heat all through the temperate zones, and so the heated 
water of the equator is distributed in warm vapor by trade-winds, 
and deep currents, to keep the rest of the world warm. And, as if 
the loving God would carry health with this warmth to his shivering 
creatures, the specific gravity of the sea, arising from its saltness, gives 
invigorating tones to the trade-winds, which constantly flow over its 
surface in. the North and South Atlantic. Then the oxygen gas is 
found to be the greatest at the surface, and carbonic acid is more 
abundant in deep waters. One might fill volumes with such facts, as 
the various governments of the world have done in their surveys and 
investigations, especially the English, American, German and Russian, 
and yet, science has found it impossible to extort from the ocean all 
her secrets. oe 

This much I haye given for the purpose of showing that the God who 
made and owns the sea, has endowed it with those great attributes 
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which make it the fertilizing power of ‘‘the dry land;” to give forth 
to the tribes of Adam’s race great health-creating influences, to yield 
its stores of wealth, in fish, in pearls, and many other treasures for 
human subsistance, such as salt, coral, sponge, and other articles of 
commerce; besides constituting it the great source of the rains and va- 
pors which replenish the ‘ dry Jand,” and making it fruitful and salu- 
brious, as well as a means of employment to millions of our race on its 
bosom and shores. These thoughts seem sufficient to answer the ques- 
tion:—why our Redeemer wrought so many miracles on the sea, and in 
behalf of seafaring men. But, if other reasons are necessary, they will 
be found in the fact, that the sea is one of the greatest intellectual edu- 
cators of man in skill and labor—that its commercial uses bring poles and 
zones, continents and islands, where different tongues are spoken and 
different bloods flow, into all the bonds and affinities of human bro- 
therhood. It forms a defense of weak states and nations against 
those that are imperious and rapacious, and it opens a path whereby 
constitutional liberty can find a home against persecution and despot- 
ism. Then, it is and ever has been, intimately connected with the 
establishment and spread of Christ’s glorious Gospel in all its errands 
of benevolence, as in the planting of humanity, civilization, and the 
religion of love, through Christian missions. Therefore, Christ gave 
it an awful grandeur, by the sacred sanctity of miraculous interposi- 
tion in its affairs; such sanctity as is ever becoming in an agent of his 
kingdom, and is in keeping with its service and importance. So far 
as we are able to judge by the experience of Peter, no miracles which 
Jesus wrought had so great a moral effect upon the minds of his fish- 
ermen apostles as those which he wrought upon the sea, and none 
bound him and them so closely together, in the common sympathies 
which come of common sorrow. Just as the ancient miracle authen- 
ticated the divine legation of Moses at the Red Sea, so the shipwreck 
of Paul made Malta and its miracle eternal monuments to the head- 
ship of Jesus, in the spread of the Gospel. The wave which sunk the 
Egyptian saved the Israelite, just as the wave which stranded Paul’s 
ship launched Paul himself on a wide ocean of usefulness, showing, 
that not only the Sabbath but also the sea was made for man, and 
stamped by miracle, was to be hallowed to the purposes of mercy, in 
Christ Jesus. 

When we read those vivid and elaborate nature-psalms, in the sacred 
oracles, pictures of the sea, drawn by the bold pen of inspiration, we 
feel that the penmen possessed a prophetic foresight as well as a sub- 
lime genius, which penned the holy uses to which the grace of God 
would consecrate the billows of the deep in the latter days. The 
must have contemplated the abyss of dark waters as God’s hallowed 
instrument of saving love, when they depicted his way upon the sea, 
with such terrible energy. In their holy hymns, they make the tem- 
pest his voice, and roll it out in thunder-notes over the boundless 
waste, uttering its syllables in the heavings of each wave. They en- 
dow the very waters with their own perception and emotion, when 
they present the Lord of Hosts as gathering the storms, and bending 
the skies, and descending to heave the floods of the sea, till he shakes 
the sleeping world by its tumults. He has a voice to utter, and he 
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lashes the ocean into fury, that He may arouse and enchain the atten- 


pon of man to his message. Then his awful voice breaks upon us 
shus:— 


‘* Give to Jehovah, ye sons of God, 
Give to Jehovah glory and strength. 
Give to Jehovah the glory of his name. 
Worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness. 
The voice of Jehovah is on the waters; 
The God of glory thunders; 
: Jehovah is on the great waters.” 

Think of the great evangelical command thus uttered, that all on 
the sea shall ‘worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness,” and this 
too as that beauty is displayed in his spotless Son. The very injunc- 
tion brings stormy Galilee before you, when Simon, seeing Christ’s 
power over its finny tribes, fell at Jesus’ feet, saying: ‘‘ Depart from 
me, for] am a sinful man, O Lord.” And the command recalls the 
facts when on another occasion, he and his brethren were sorely afraid 
at the calming of the winds and waves. Of him we may say with the 
Psalmist :— 

“The waters saw Thee, O God; 
The waters saw Thee,—they trembled; 
Yea, the depths quaked.” 

Keeping these great and grand purposes of God in view, the AMER- 
ICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY is attempting to give them practical 
and experimental application, by wise and zealous efforts:—‘‘to im- 
prove the social, moral and religious condition of seamen; to protect 
them from imposition and fraud; to prevent them from becoming a 
curse to each other and the world; to rescue them from sin and its 
consequences, and to SAVE THEIR SOULS.” 

A Friend it is, indeed and in truth, to the men of the sea, from all 
maritime nations, whether they be healthy and daring, or sick and 
disabled, whether they be at home or abroad. Not only has it pro- 
moted the moral and spiritual well-being of hundreds of thousands of 
sea-faring men, but it has lifted them up in intelligence, by its publi- 
cations and educational teachings, by promoting their comfort and 
purity through Sailors’ Homes and boarding-houses. It has excited 
them to economy, by providing them Savings Banks for their wages, 
it has established Sunday-schools, and other schools, for their children. 
It has secured the passage of wholesome laws in our own and other 
countries for their protection, both in port and at sea. It has distrib- 
uted thousands of ship-libraries, and hundreds of thousands of pre- 
cious volumes, besides creating hospitals, and exchanges, for their 
sick, shipwrecked, and friendless. Besides this again, it has sent its 
missionaries all over the globe, into all nationalities and tongues, on 
the sea, while it has extended its work to multitudes of inland sta- 
tions, on lake, river and canal, until its health-giving and life-saving 
stations, embrace the entire globe. Only give it the means, and it 
will accomplish all these purposes,—as well as ‘‘to sanctify com- 
merce, an interest and a power in the earth second only to religion 
itself, and make it everywhere serve as the handmaid of Christianity.” 
Give it the means, and it will realize for us the vision of Isaiah, the 
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great Gospel seer, when he cried to “the land shadowing with wings, 
that sendeth ambassadors by the sea,”—‘“‘ Go, ye swift messengers, to a 
people scattered and peeled.” Give it the means, and its message 
shall be to every man of the sea, the voice of God, saying:—‘‘ The sea 
is His, and he made it: and his hands prepared the dry land;” with 
the fellow-cry to every son of the ocean:—‘‘ Behold the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sin of the world! ”—Amen. 


The fifty-third Annual Meeting of the Society was held at its 
Rooms, 80 Wali St., New York City, on Monday 9th May, 1881, at 
2p. m.,—WiLi1Am A. Booru, Esq., in the chair, in the absence of 
R. P. Buck, Esq., the Society’s President. Revs. F. D. Avery and 
J. H. IsHam, of Connecticut, were present from the General Confer- 
ence (Congregational) of that State. It was voted to amend the So- 
ciety’s Constitution by striking out Articles VII and X,—the first 
relating to the organization of branch societies, and the other to the 
application of moneys contributed for the purpose of purchasing or 
erecting a building or buildings for the use of the Society. After the 
transaction of ordinary business, the Society proceeded to elect the 
following gentlemen as members of its Board of Trustees for three 
years, or until May, 1884. Rev. Joun Spauxnpine, D. D., JoHn 
Dwieut, Esg., Henry A. Huruput, Esq., FREDERICK STURGES, 
Esq., Capt. Davip GILLESPIE, WM. MatuHews, Esq., WiLiiam, C. 
SturGES, Esq., Geo. I. SENEY, Esq. Also, to fill a vacancy in the 
Board, caused by the resignation of Capt. B. GuERARDI, U.S. N., 
Pay Director EDwin Stewart, U.S. N., until May, 1883. 


For the Sailors’ Magazine. 
THE COMMERCE OF THE BIBLE. 
BY REV. J. E. ROCKWELL, D. D. 


X.-OVERLAND TRANSPORT. 


The surplus productions of any 
nation would be of little avail, 
either in increasing its wealth or 
supplying it with the commodities 
of other lands, were there no means 
of interchange. This necessity has 
given rise to great systems of land 
and water carriage, which have 
covered the earth with roads, and 
the sea with ships, and have call- 
ed into activity large classes of 
men, whose only business has been 


to move the wealth of the world. 
And these have been the links that 
have bound the nations of the 
earth together. They have given 
stimulus to agriculture and art. 
They have set in active and health- 
ful circulation all the great ele- 
ments of social and political life. 
They have encouraged industry. 
They have made the ripening har- 
vests represent not simply bread 
for the sower, but comforts and 
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In xuries brought from other climes. 
They have taken the products of 
the mine and turned them into 
food and raiment. They have 
been the harbingers of peace and 
the pioneers of civilization. They 
have been to the world what the 
circulation of the blood is to the 
human body, the source of life 
and health and activity. 

The germs of this great system 
of interstate and international 
communication are early noticed 
in the histories of the Bible. 

Before the ships of the ocean 
were the ships of the desert, the 
“bearers of burdens,” and car- 
avans making their way by long 
and weary marches over the vast 
deserts, the hills and mountains 
of the old world, and interweaving 
mighty networks of beaten paths 
between the great seas that wash 
the eastern and southern shores of 
Asia and the ocean that swells 
outward from the western limits of 
Africa and Europe. Very early in 
the history of the world, as record- 
ed in the Scriptures, we meet with 
intimations of these methods of 
overland transport, which seem to 
have passed through few changes, 
even up to the present time, in 
those portions of Asia that lhe 
around the Euphrates and the 
Persian Gulf, to the Mediterranean 
Sea. The vast stretches of arid 
and desert land lying between these 
two boundaries could only be tray- 
ersed by the aid of camels, whose 
natural fitness for travel over these 
dreary wastes has rightly pro- 
cured for them the title of ‘* ships 
of the desert.””. When Abraham 
sent his servant across from Ca- 
naan. to Mesopotamia to secure a 
wife for his son, ten camels with 
their drivers were necessary, even 
for that comparatively short jour- 
ney. The first mention which is 
however made of any overland 
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transit for commerce, is in the his- 
tory of the sale of Joseph into 
Egypt. This transaction occurred 
more than one thousand seven 
hundred years before the birth of 
Christ, and the scene described in 
Genesis xxxviti, exhibits all the 
principal features of a caravan 
crossing the desert to-day. It was 
a community of traveling mer- 
chants, conducting a train of 
camels loaded with the spices 
that were brought from India, 
and the balsam and myrrh from 
Palestine and Arabia,’ bound to 
Egypt for a market, who had no 
hesitation to add to the value of 
their train a healthy and vigorous 
young man whom they could dis- 
pose of at a fair profit, when they 
reached their destination. In these 
caravans of which mention is thus 
early made, were found large num- 
bers of people of all ages and con- 
ditions, and representing every 
portion almost of the known world. 
The character of the countries 
through which they must pass and 
the dangers that they must en- 
counter, made it necessary that they 
should combine in large numbers 
both for the convenience of transit 
and for safety to their persons 
and property. Hence the numbers 
composing a caravan often amount- 
ed to hundreds, and the camels 
which they pressed into their ser- 
vice were numbered by thousands. 
Amid the enumerations of the 
wealth of Job are mentioned 7,000 
camels, which must have made an 
immense train when arranged for 
a journey, and which were doubt- 
less turned into other wealth by 
being sold as they were needed for 
the merchant service of the East. 
The central points of the traffic of 
the Orient were the great cities of 
the Euphrates, which were the pro- 
ducers as well as the factors of the 
immense commercial wealth which 


was continually in transit across 
the vast deserts lying between 
them and the Mediterranean. 

The starting of one of these 
trains was a work of no small mo- 
ment, and must have required 
great executive talent on the part 
of those who were the leaders of 
the company. At the time of 
sending forth a caravan, which 
was publicly and duly announc- 
ed, all who desired to avail them- 
selves of the opportunity, either 
to travel or to send forth their 
ventures, were expected to be at 
the appointed rendezvous. Here 
were brought the goods which 
were to be sent forth over some 
of the great routes of commerce, 
which had for ages been follow- 
ed by the merchants of the old 
world. Out of the storehouses, 
where they had been laid up for 
transit, came packages of rich em- 
broideries, bales of linen and silk, 
bundles of elaborately wrought 
clothing and tapestry, boxes of 
myrrh and spices and frankin- 
cense, products of the workshop 
and the loom, gold and silver orna- 
ments, beautiful aud costly gems 
and precious stones, and earrings 
in wood and metal. 

All these were to be carefully 
packed upon the backs of camels, 
and so arranged that the beasts 
might every night be relieved of 
their burdens, without any injury 
to the precious freight they were 
bearing. 

For the immense number of men 
who must be employed in this busi- 
ness proper provision mustalso be 
made. The furniture of the caravan 
usually consisted of a mattrass for 
each person, a coverlet, a carpet or 
rug, a few copper pots and kettles, 
and a drinking cup. 

Water must be carried in leath- 
ern bags or the skins of animals 
prepared for the purpose, and tents 
in proportion to the numbers of 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


the company were also to be 
carried. 

For a caravan, often numbering 
many thousands of men and of 
camels and horses, it was needful 
to have one responsible head who 
should direct its movements, who 
was familiar with the route and 
knew where to find the cisterns 
and fountains that were of such 
paramount necessity to the com- 
fort and hfe of both man and 
beast. Under him were four or 
five officers, to each of whom was 
committed a certain class of duties, 
for the due performance of which 
he wasresponsible. The first simply 
regulated the march. ‘The duties 
of the second only commenced 
when the caravan came to a halt 
for the night or during the day. 
The third had the supervision and 
care of the servants and cattle. 
The fourth took charge of the 
baggage, and the fifth was the 
purser or paymaster. As in those 
hot climates it was the pleasant- 
est and safest to travel by night, 
they used for their guidance, lights 
which were carried before each 
division of their caravans, upon 
long poles. Every light wag dis- 
tinguished by some peculiarity in 
shape or otherwise, so as to be 
identified as to the division which 
it led. The halting places of these 
companies were as often as possi- 
ble an oasis, or a well or stream of 
water. If these could not be 
found recourse must be had to the 
bottles or skins which had been 
filled at the last watering place. 
When they came to rest for the 
night, they pitched their tents so 
as to form an encampment. The 
camels were made to kneel, and 
if needful, were relieved of their 
load and so permitted to sleep and 
rest, while the men kept watch in 
their turn to guard the company 
from danger, either by robbers or 
wild beasts. 
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It was by such means of transit 
that the commerce of the old world 
was carried on during all the ages 
which make up the history of the 
Bible, and vast fortunes were ac- 
cumulated by the merchants who 
made use of these caravans to carry 
on their business, and who were 
the ancient express companies of 
Asia and Africa. 

We have frequent reference in 
the Scriptures to this form of over- 
land transit. Indeed the arrival 
and departure of these merchant 
trains was as familiar a scene to 
the great cities of the East as are 
the cars of modern railroads to the 
present generation. Outside of all 
their important towns were khans 
or caravansaries, (the inns of the 
Scripture), which were built for the 
accommodation of these traveling 
companies, which were frequent- 
ly filled with camels and other 
beasts of burden, and their drivers. 
Aside from the Scriptural notices 
which have already been alluded to 
as illustrative of this form of 
transit for merchandise, may be 
noticed the great company which 
left Egypt under Moses,—whose 
movements and arrangements were 
simply those of an immense ori- 
ental caravan. Although evident- 
ly leaving their old homes in a 
somewhat tumultuous and irregu- 
lar manner, yet they were very 
soon brought into a sort of military 
discipline and order, such as is es- 
sential to the security and comfort 
of large bands traveling through 
the wilderness. They were divid- 
ed into large sections, each tribe 
having its standard, its leaders, 
and its fixed place in the line of 
march. Their signal for starting 
was the sounding of a trumpet, 
and before them went the pillar 
of fire and of cloud, by whose 
movements they were guided. And 
the resemblance of this vast mul- 
titude to both ancient and modern 
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carayans was completed by the se- 
lection of a prominent sheikh, who 
was familar with the region, and 
could be to Moses as eyes in his 
work, as leader of that vast multi- 
tude. Then, too, it is worthy of 
notice what frequent mention is 
made of wells of water near which 
the people encamped, and of oases 
around which they often remained 
along time for rest and refresh- 
ment. 

It was by such means of over- 
land transit that commerce for 
ages and millenniums carried on 
its international exchanges, and 
pressed into its service the patient 
and wonderful animal that seemed 
to have been created and adapted 
by providence for this very work. 
It was by such a caravan that the 
Queen of Sheba came to Jerusa- 
lem to see Solomon, of whose wis- 
dom and glory she had _ heard. 
“*She came witha very great train, 
with camels that bore spices and 
very much gold and _ precious 
stones.” 

It was by these vast companies 
of merchants that thé great mon- 
arch was enriched, in addition to 
the wealth which came by sea. 

So anticipating the future glories 
of the church of which Jerusalem 
was the type, Isaiah declares:— 
“The multitude of camels shall 
cover thee, the dromedaries of 
Midian and Ephah, all they from 
Sheba shall come, they shall bring 
gold and incense, and they shall 
shew forth the praises of the 
Lord.” The routes over which these 
merchant trains passed thousands 
of years ago, have been subject to 
little change, and the paths which 
were trodden before the age of 
Abraham are still followed by car- 
avyans, bearing the products of 
the old centers of population to- 
wards the great markets of the 
world. 
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. A SABBATH ON THE RIVER. 


BY A STEAMBOAT- MAN. 


No, sir; I don’t like the Sun- 
day,—leastways, I don’t like it as 
I have to spend it, wet or dry, 
when the weather is clear or stormy. 

How do I spend it? Well, ’m 
on a b’low bridge boat, running to 
travesend, and on Sunday I see a 
deal o’ people who say they must 
be out and about pleasuring on 
that day; and all that I have to 
say is, uf they must be out and 
about, I am uncommon sorry for 
them. 

Why am I sorry for ’em? That’s 
easy told. Because I know they 
gets no good by being out as they 
are on that day—the young people 
especially. I don’t know how it 
is, but parties as goes by us on 
Sunday always seem more wicious 
than them as goes on week-days. 
They’re more reckless, drink more, 
swear more, and all round are 
much worse than the worst of 
every-day folk. 

I am only odd man, helping 
with the cables at the piers, scrub- 
bing the deck, cleaning up, and 
sich like; but ve got eyes in my 
head, and I know when things is 
wrong. I don’t set myself up as 
a preacher, for there’s nothing 
good in me. I don’t get much 
chance to learn it, but I stands by, 
and I say that Sunday excursions 
by steamboat don’t do any good, 
either to them who pays to go or 
to them who work for ’em. 

TPve heard railway-men say the 
same thing about Sunday trains; 
but I ain’t a-going to speak about 
that. Every man to his business, 
and being on the boat is mine, 
and [ll stick to that. 

Tell you what I think is wrong 
about the scursions? So I will, 
free and hearty, and you may put 
it all down in that book if you 


like, and I'll put my name to it. 
I’m not afraid of anybody in my 
line coming forward and saying it 
isn’t true. Write every word and 
print it, if you think it will do any 

good. >] 

To tell the truth, I dreads the 
Sunday, and a fine Sunday above 
all. We get such crowds aboard, 
and they give such a lot of bother, 
that the day is regular wearing. 
They are such an impudent lot 
too; a-getting In a man’s way, and 
giving him tongue if he only arsks 
them to move a bit. 

It ain’t pleasant, either, for a 
married man like me, with daugh- 
ters at home, to see the young 
fellers who take bits o’ gals out 
with ’em on Sunday, giving ’em . 
drink, and leading ’em to make 
fools o’? themselves by changing 
hats. It may be a good joke for a 
young feller to put on a gal’s hat, 
and wicey wercy, but J.don’t see 
it; any more than I do in the 
idiotic antics some of ’em gives 
way to when the fiddle and harp 
begin to play. 

I don’t dislike music—in fact, 
I’m rather fond of it—and I ain’t 
so werry particular so long as it’s 
decent in its way. My missis ain’t 
got much of a woice, nor my gals 
either, but I like to hear them 
sing when I get a chance; and it’s 
uncommon pleasant to hear ’em . 
on Sunday evenings, which I’ve 
the privilege to do if the day’s 
been foggy. There ain’t many 
men as is glad to see a foggy Sun- 
day; but when J sees the mists 
a-rolling up thick, and with a stop- 
all-day look about ’em, [m as 
pleased as if the Queen had given 
me a five-pun note. 

The day then is pleasant to me, 
for me and the missis and all on 
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us go to a place of worship, and 
when we comes home we has a bit 
o’ singing; and although some peo- 
ple mightn’t like it, being brought 
up to better stuff, it’s uncommon 
sweet to me. 

But that harp and fiddle! I 
can’t abear the sight 0’ the menas 
they comes aboard; and when they 
begins one of them ‘‘jigging” 
tunes, which we hears ’em play 
year in and year out, I feel led to 
run straight at ’em and pitch the 
men and their instruments over- 
board. But that wouldn’t be no 
good, for as soon as one harp and 
wiolin was gone, another would 
turn up again directly. They 
seem to crop up wherever there’s 
a steamboat, and leeches is nothing 
to the way they stick to it. 

Of course we has our regular 
harp and wiolin, as other boats 
has, but that only makes it worse 
for us. If we changed our men 
we might get a change of tune; 
but the music I has to put up 
with, let alone its not being in a 
way fit for a Sunday,—or for mat- 
ter of that, any other day,—is 
werry wearing. 

We have what are called a lot of 
regular Sunday customers, not the 
same men, but of the same—what 
is 1t?—type (thanky, sir—that, I 
believe, is the word), and so much 
alike that you might take ’em for 
brothers and sisters. First, there’s 
the old man who comes aboard 
with his wife and daughter, and 
maybe a sweetheart with the gal; 
and they all come smiling-lke, 
and begin at once on a bottle of 
gin and water which the old man 
has in his pocket. 

That soon gets emptied, and 
then they has bottled stout opened 
when down the river—for we can 
sell beer at any hour, on Sunday, it 
we are on the move, although the 
houses on shore are shut,—and 
having mixed their drinks, they 
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get quarrelsome, and make a row 
which is not pleasant to look at, 
although some people think it 
mighty amusing. That old man 
and his party land quarrelling, 
and they generally come back by 
the last boat, giving a lot of trouble 
to everybody, which I haven’t time 
to fully explain. 

Next there’s women as come on 
board alone, or in couples, bent on 
getting down to the tea-gardens; 
and it is painful to look at them 
in their tricked-out finery, poor, 
lost, degraded things, with hollow 
laughs and smiles, as haven’t any 
more real fun behind them than 
there is in the forced smiles on the 
face of a man in the dock, who 
tries to make light o’ his sentence 
of death. I won’t say how they 
come back, but perhaps you can 
guess. It is a pitty, sir—a pity; 
and all on ’em was good gals once. 

Then we have parties of young 
fellers, four or five in a lot, going 
down the river for what they calls 
‘*a spree,” which is doing all they 
can to be a noosance to everybody, 
insulting and pushing all the wo- 
men about, and finishing off by 
getting drunk; and the way they 
behave on board and after they 
get ashore I need not tell you. 
You have only to be down by Lon- 
don Bridge Pier to see for your- 
self, about midnight on any fine 
Sunday night. 

Sometimes, if we’ve a extra load, 
being the last boat, it is actually 
Monday morning before we dis- 
charge the last load, and then we 
men on board haven’t done. 
There’s the craft to clear up a bit 
and to moor, so that it’s not an 
uncommon thing for me not to 
turn up at home until nearly two 
o’clock, and then I am completely 
worn out by a most disagreeable 
day’s work—disagreeable from be- 
ginning to end. 

How do I feel after such a Sun- 
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day? Well, sir, I put it to you— 
How would you feel? Do you 
think you would look upon the day 
as Sunday at all? J don’t: to me 
it’s a day of extra work, longer 
hours, and the most trying time 
of the week; and if I could see my 
way at all clear to getting some- 
thing that would give me the Lord’s 
day for what it was ordained, I 
would soon part company with the 
steamer. 


I could tell you hundreds of tales 
of what goes on aboard if I had 
time, and some of ’em would make 
your heart ache. I’ve got my eyes 
open, and I know when a young 
feller or a gal goes a-pleasuring on 
the Sabbath for the first time; I 
know them as have got hardened 
to it, and won’t spend it any other 
way, and I can see them as 1s reap- 
ing the reward of it. 

Do I ever see respectable people 
aboard? Yes, many of ’em—quiet 
decent people, and some of ’em 
country folk up in town for a holi- 
day I should say, and most of ’°em 
looks what they feels at the goings 
on of the ‘“‘regulars.” Most of 
*em, I fancy, find one Sunday of 
that sort quite enough. ~ We gets 
young fellers from the shops with 
young women milliners, and they 
are dressed so much like the upper 
ladies and gentlemen that you 
wouldn’t know them from the real 
things, if their wasn’t a little “ fin- 
nicking,” which the ways of. real 
ladies and gentlemen never are. 

What do I mean by ‘‘ finnick- 
ing”? Well, finnicking is a kind 
o putting on what don’t really 
belong to you—a_ haffectation, a 
sticking of werbal peacock’s feath- 
ers in your tail, and getting up a 
mincing kind o’ walk as isn’t neith- 
er gentility nor wulgarity, but a 
bad mixture of the two. That’s 
what I mean by finnicking. 

I generally notices that sich 
parties have come aboard not know- 
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ing what sort of company they are 
likely to meet, and that the gentle- 
man is a little aghast at it, while 
the lady keeps her nose high in the 
air, and speaking short and sharp 
to the gentleman, from which I 
judge that he gets the credit for 
having made the mistake, and 
serve him right too. > 

But there, sir, it’s a serious ques- 
tion, this keeping the boats going 
for pleasure only on Sunday. It’s 
all nonsense talking about their 
running for the convenience of 
people who live about the different 
piers. It isn’t the regular every- 
day people who go with us on the 
Sabbaths, and if it is convenient 
to a few, surely it’s inconvenient 
to another few, and I’m sartain 
it’s injurious to many. There’s 
no real health in it to mind, body, 
or soul, and the sooner it is stopped 
the better for all—the people who 
spend their time in this way, the 
people it keeps about, and men 
and women generally. Keep your 
hand on the wheel, gentlemen—- 
you who are trying to give us a 
Sabbath, keep your little bark with 
her head to A Day of Rest, and 
the time will come when you may 
perhaps be able to look back with 
pride as well as thankfulness on 
the course you have taken. 

British Workman. 
tt 

“NOT LONG AGO, a ship was 
wrecked upon the reefs of an island 
in the Pacific. The sailors, escap- 
ing to land, feared lest they might 
fall into the hands of savages. One 
climbed a bluff to reconnoitre. 
Turning to his companions he 
shouted: ‘Come on! Here’s a 
church!’ A simple story, but one 
involving a profound question:— 
Why was it safer for shipwrecked 
men to go where a church upreared 
its cross than where there was none. . 
That question probes the sceptic- 
ism of our time to the heart.” 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


Ly 


The Abolition of ‘“ Advance”’—Pertinent Letters—What Is 
Needed at Foreign Ports. 


Apropos of our article on The Abolition of Advance Wages for Seamen, in the 
Magazine for April, we have received the letter printed below, from T. C. Baryns, 


Esq., of Antwerp, Belgium. 


Its matter is so pertinent to the discussion which 


must precede intelligent action by the U. S. Congress upon the petitions for the 
proposed measure of abolition,—and the position of its writer so well qualifies him 
for the expression of wise opinion, that we welcome its facts and suggestions, feel- 
ing certain that they will be of good service in securing the enactment of a judicious 


and effective statute. 
AntWeERP, 14th April, 1881. 


**T have read with much interest the 
article in the April number of the Sait- 
ors’ MaGazine referring to the abolition 
of advance wages to seamen, and I most 
cordially agree with every word there 
printed. 

A Needed Safeguard. 


‘While you are at work on this sub- 
ject I beg to suggest that you should go a 
step farther and get Congress at the same 
time to make it compulsory to pay off 
seamen abroad before the Consul, and 
only before him. This is the English law, 
and if the same law was made in Amer- 
ica, it would prevent such abuses as I am 
constantly hearing of as occurring in this 
port, and a statement of which would 
appear incredible. 


Importance of Abolishing ‘‘ Advance.” 


““Tf you succeed in obtaining a law 
for the abolition of advances, you will 
have done more for the good of seamen 
than has been done in any other way for 
years, and more, | dare say, than you are 
aware. For it is not only in the United 
States that shipping masters and board- 
ing-house keepers are to be met with, thriv- 
ing and fattening on the spoils taken from 
poor Jack, but in all the continental ports 
these gentry are to be found. 


“ Jach’s” Treatment in Foreign Ports. 


“The consequence is, that under the 
present system, seamen arriving here 
from New York, have no wages or very 
little wages to receive, and would, no 
doubt, stand by their ships and at least 
earn some wages on their homeward trip. 
But then, what would become of the 
boarding-house keeper and the shipping 
master? That would never suit them. 
Consequently no sooner does a ship ar- 
rive in the river than she is boarded by 
some of these fellows, who take gin and 


tobacco with them on board, both cheap 
articles here,—and before the ship is in the 
dock Jack is drunk, and his captain only 
too glad to pay him off and to get rid of 
him. Then Jack is carried off to a board- 
ing-house until its owner can find a ship 
for him ;—as soon as that is done he is sent 
on board and the boarding-house keeper 
gets his advance note and swindles him 
as you have related, and the shipping 
master receives his fee, probably twice 
over, once from the captain, and once 
from the man. 

“Now, if you abolish advance notes 
you will prevent boarding-house keepers 
taking in seamen who have no money, 
but at the same time you render Jack a 
more tempting prey to land sharks, than 
he is now. Suppose Jack has had no 
advance in New York and consequently 
has wages due on arrival here. The 
boarding-house keeper has more interest 
than ever in getting hold of him and his 
money, although he will very soon turn 
him into the street, when the money is 
spent. 


The Value of this Safeguard. 


*¢ Therefore, it will be more important 
than ever, that Jack should only be paid 
off in the Consul’s office, and Consuls 
should be enjoined, as are our English 
Consuls, to persuade the men to remit 
their money home, and should be able to 
issue them post office orders for the 
amount they wish to remit. 


The Sailors’ Many Foes. 


‘“When American ships arrive here 
with cargoes, they generally remain some 
time in port, and it is not to a captain’s 
interest to keep his men on board where 
they are eating and drinking every day, 
and their wages are running on. He pre- 
fers to get rid of them at once, and so 
save their keep and wages for the month 
or two he may be lying here,—consequent- 
ly he shuts his eyes to the boarding- 
house keepers’ manceuvres to get hold of 
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Jack, even if he does not actively sec- 
ond them, as is too often the case. And, 
if I am correctly informed, there is a 
fee of $1 payable by the man to the ship- 
ping master when he is paid off, as there 
isa similar fee payable on the engage- 
ment of a seaman. And I have heard 
over and oyer again, that shipping mas- 
ters and masters of ships share these fees 
between them, so that although I believe 
the law is the same in your country as in 
ours, that the seamen signs for the voyage 
out and home to the U.S. and the cap- 
tain can only pay him off in a foreign 
port at his (the seaman’s) request, there 
are so many people who have an interest 
in inducing Jack to leave his ship that 
very few, I should think, return hence 
in the ship that brought them. And 
no wonder,—what between threats from 
the captain and promises of all sorts of 
delights from the boarding-house keep- 
er, Jack is hardly a free agent. This 
ought to be looked to, and if any fees are 
to be paid in such cases, let them go to 
the government and be paid to the Con- 
sul, and supported by the ship. Forbid 
the Consuls to delegate their authority for 
paying off crews and shipping crews to 
any Vice-Consuls or shipping masters, 
but exact by law that all such operations 
shall take place at the Consulate, and un- 
der supervision of the Consul. 


How Much ‘‘Abolition” Will Be Worth. 

“Tf you succeed in this you will have 
contributed to make Jack a free agent 
and to get him out of the hands of the 
disreputable low class who are now vir- 
tually his masters, and then there will 
be some chance of seeing him frequent 
our Bethels and Mariners’ Institutes, and 
some encouragement to establish Sailors’ 
Homes where sailors could board at rea- 
sonable rates, without being robbed. Un- 
der present circumstances a Sailors’ Home 
would only be a convenience to the 
erimps, who would send Jack there when 
he had spent all his money and would de- 
coy him away again as soon as they saw a 
chance of getting him a ship. 

*“You will excuse this long letter, but 
I hope it may be useful, and as I see you 
take an interest in such things, I will 
endeavor to get particulars of any such 
cases of extortion as I shall happen to 
hear of for the future, and send you them. 
The Rev. Mr. Treat can tell you that if 
only a quarter of what issaid about certain 
shipping masters here is true, there is a 
crying abuse which should be set right 
and prevented from recurring. 

‘**T am, yours very truly, 
T, C, Bares,” 


After the receipt of the preceding letter, 
there has come to hand from Mr. A. J. 
Wixin, of Yokohama, Japan, a letter 
enclosing the final report of the Temper- 
ance Hall and Seamen’s Home at Y., 
presented on the 16th February last. This 
report is so replete with matter bearing 
directly on the need for the abolition of 
‘“advance,” that we shall have much to 
present to our readers, from it, hereafter. 
Meanwhile we add to the letter printed 
above, the closing paragraph of Mr. Wil- 
kin’s note. He says:— 

‘‘T read with interest a paper printed 
by your Society a little while back, res- 
pecting the position of seamen versus 
boarding-houses in New York. Here, the 
circumstances being changed, the same 
evil prevails. The laws respecting dis- 
charges of seamen seem much alike in 
England and the United States, and the 
system which prevails here is the fright- 
ful one of discharging seamen into the 
hands of the grog shop keepers, who give 
the Consul a guarantee, and in return 
take the seaman’s money and finally his 
advance note. In our report we have en- 


deavored to raise our protest against this 
abomination.” 


The following are additional names of 
firms and persons in the city of New York 
who have signed the petition for Aboli- 
tion of Advance Wages which will be 
presented to Congress, at its next session, 
since the publication of the Macazrner for 
March. . 

Charles Demas; Frederick Motley; James J. 
Cox; Johnson & Higgins; J. P. Paulison; R. 
M. C. Graham; W.I. Holmes; T. B. Beecher, 
Jr.; J. N. Phelps; Herbert Fuller; Drexel, Mor- 
gan & Co.; Sam’l H. Hall; William Libbey; 
Jones & Whitlock; S.D. Anderson; J. D. Leary; 
Tiffany & Co.; G. M. Groves; Lord & Taylor; 
E. D. Morgan & Co.; J. Bertschmann; J. Par- 
ker; R. Winthrop & Co.; C.M. Fry; Wm. L. 
Jenkins; Wm. Dowd; Wm. H. Smith; J. T. 
Baldwin; A. W. Shuman; J. Lewis; D. C. 
Hayes; B. B. Sherman; O. K. Hutchinson; §. 
C. Thompson; J. W. White; J.G. Dale; J. P. 
Cary; A. Baldwin; J. H. Ogilvie; Warren Cur- 
rier; John Zittlosen; Maitland, Phelps & Co; 
W.H. Webb; B. Perkins & Co.; 
Anthony Pond Oliphant; David Gillespie; Col- 
gate & Co.; A. 8. Barnes & Co.; Wm. E. Dodge; 
S. Remington; C. R. Blackall; H. W. Dougias; 
H. K. Carroll; E. D. G. Prime; S. M. Pettengill; 
N, Dana Wells; John Dwight; T, P. Finche; E, 


C. T. Hardy; 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


W. Page & Son; J. H. Waller; Wm. T. Cole- 
man; T. G. Sellew; H. L. Morehouse; G. A. 
Shaw; V. H. Brown & Co.; D. H. Houghtaling ; 
R. Brinckerhoff; D. Currey; D. H. Wheeler; A. 
W. Nicholson; W.H. Hinman; A. Gilbert; T. 
Manahan; J. O. Hoyt & Son; H. T. Post; B. E. 
Taylor; A. A. Smith; B. T. Martin; Wm. Math- 
ews; Wm. Poole; T. F. Vail; J. W. B. Rock- 
well; Bates, Reed & Cooley; J. H. Taft; Bent- 
ly, Gildersleeve & Co.; G. T. Bulley; Neo, Smith 
& Co.; Geo. C. Blair & Son; Nathan Watson & 
Co.; J. P. & G. C. Robinson; B. F. Arcularius; 
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K. Reckless; T. J. Porter; C, A. Sherman; GC. 
Healsteurt; E. L. Fancher; J. A. Osborn; John 
Sheils; Peck & Martin; R. Irvin & Co.: J. F. 
Chapman; Mulford, Cary & Conklin; Kestler, 
Hall & Co.; E. B. Coe; Chas. & Felix Fourmer; 
8. A. & J. J. Dickerson; O. K. Lapleand & Co.; 
Wim. Rogers; J. M. Phillips; J. O. Peck; Wm. 
EK. Tomkinson; E. A. Campbell; S. W. Carey; 
J. H. Winchester; A. M. Powell; T. M. Terry; 
Gilbert, Potter & Co.; Miller & Houghton; E. 
R. Durkeer & Co.; Andrew Mason; T. D. Tay- 
lor; Zophar Mills; John King. 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 


CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


Labrador Coast, N. A. 
BONNE ESPERANCE HARBOR. 


Rey. S. R. Buryrr, for years the de- 
voted missionary at this station, now in 
this State, for the recovery of his health, 
writes us from Clifton Springs, N. Y., 
April 26th, 1881 :— 

“Mr. Gerrin, student of the Congrega- 
tional College in Montreal, will supply 
my place for the summer, and perhaps, 
eventually, for the winter. Rev. Dr. 
Wixkes of Montreal, has confidence in 
him as a good worker, and I have no 
doubt he will be able to carry on labor 
successfully, among sailors and _fisher- 
men. 


“We have news from Labrador up to 
February 7th, letters having been receiv- 
ed on the 2ist inst., wa dog-team and 
snow-shoe traveling, to Quebec. The 
winter had to that time been very mild. 
The bays were not frozen sufficiently 
for traveling in the vicinity of the mis- 
sion. Miss WARRINER and Miss WILKEs, 
who are in charge, this winter, were both 
well. The people were kind and thought- 
ful in looking out for their supply of 
wood and water. The school and various 
meetings were kept up, with no signs 
as yet of unusual religious interest. It 
will not be until July that we can expect, 


to hear again. After that time com- 
munication will be more frequent.” 
— ee 
Sweden. 
HELSINGBORG. 


In January, February and March, Rev. 
N. P. Wautstepr preached to multitudes 
of people, including seamen and _ fisher: 
men, hundreds of vessels having wintered 
in the harbor. Several young sailors had 
been converted at Wiken, a mile anda 
half north of H., and these united with 
about sixty others, to form a Temperance 
Union, of which a young captain is Pres- 
ident anda pilot Treasurer. At Helsing- 
borg, a room was open, evenings, for sea- 
men during the winter, Christian ladies 
interesting themselves in it. On the 5th 
March, one hundred sailors were present, 
there, at a tea-meeting. 


GEFLE. 


Two hundred sailors and countrymen 
signed the temperance pledge in the first 
quarter of the year, and some of these 
were hopefully converted to Christ. ‘‘We 
have had,” writes Mr. EK. Erixsson, ‘‘a 
hard winter, and many poor have had a 
hard time, but in consequence thereof, 
many have begun to listen to the word, 
and our chapels and mission houses have 
been filled with hearers.” 
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Denmark. 
COPENHAGEN, 


At last dates from chaplain WoLLEson, 
(April 1st,) he reported as follows :— 


““The winter has been so severe that 
our harbor has been blockaded with ice 
for nearly three months. Because of this 
I have had the sailors who stopped here, 
so long at the mission, that I could more 
closely observe them when brought under 
the constraining influence of our mighty 
Savior. 

The Glad Tidings Among Sailors. 


“‘ And I can speak positively of more 
than thirty seamen who in despair at their 
knowledge of sin have found in Jesus an 
ocean of love without bottom, without 
bounds, overflowing the banks of heaven, 
streaming down upon this poor world to 
wash away the vileness of men. Lands- 
men have also been benefited. 


A Landsman Saved. 


“A gentleman from Norway, who came 
to our mission, was under a deep agony 
of soul, but the blood of Jesus became a 
balm for his wound, a comfort for every 
pang, a solace for every tear. He has 
informed his relatives of the change that 
has taken place, and they have received 
the good news with great joy and grati- 
tude, as he was the son of many prayers. 


A Bethel Ship Anticipated. 


**T told you in my last communication 
that our mission room had proved to be 
too small to contain the large numbers 
which were gathered to attend divine wor- 
ship. We are, therefore, stirred by the 
Spirit of the Lord to do something to 
procure a better location. For a long 
time we have considered this and brought 
it before the Lord, in prayer, asking for 
His guidance in everything. Following 
it, we haye commenced to look for a ship 
on which a chapel could be built, a Bethel 
ship. For it we have 3,000 or 4,000 
kroners, (crowns). This is not much, 
but the silver and gold are the Lord’s, so 
we hope that will come all right. Grant 
us your most fervent prayer on this be- 
half that we may get what will serve the 
bese to advance our Redeemer’s king- 

om. 


A Visit to Korsor. 


“On the 14th January, I left Copen- 
hagen for Korsor’s seamen’s mission, 
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where I was most kindly received. I 
took a library and thirty hymn books, 
and in the evening we were singing 
Mr. Sankey’s Gospel Hymns for the 
first time in that place. The resident 
pastor, a sea captain, the President of 
that Seamen’s Friend Society, and the 
sailors were all delighted to hear them in 
their own language. In the morning, 
while I yet was at the hotel, I received 
a letter from the pastor asking if I would 
have the kindness to come to the school- 
house and speak and sing for the cnil- 
dren. I need not tell you that it was my 
heart’s delight to do so. There I spent a 
most blessed time together with the chil- 
dren and teachers, telling them in sing- 
ing, and in speech, of Jesus and His power 
to save. In the afternoon I visited all 
the fishers and seafaring population, and 
in the evening I preached in the mission 
to more than eighty sailors and fishermen. 
After I had preached the pastor spoke in 
words of warmest gratitude to God for 
sending me, who, as they deemed, had been 
the means of much spiritual good.—On 
Sunday the 16th, I left Korsor, as I was 
to preach in English, at 3 o’clock, and at 
7 o’clock, in Danish, in our mission at 
Copenhagen. Since then I have had a 
letter from the pastor which convinces me 
that the work is going on at K., to the 
moral and spiritual good of seamen and 
to the glory of God. 


A New Mission at Elsinore. 


“T am glad to inform you, that we 
shall, God willing, commence a seamen’s 
mission in the most important seaport in 
Denmark next to Copenhagen, 27z., Elsi- 
nore. I intend to go there in the latter 
part of April or 1st of May. Three com- 
modious rooms are rented near the harbor, 
Please pray for God’s blessing on this new 
station. 


The Quarter’s Work. 


““My time during the past quarter has 
been fully occupied in the mission and 
reading-room and visits to the seafaring 
population, in hospitals, and in boarding- 
houses. In every effort I have found the 
greatest enjoyment for which my soul 
magnifies the Lord.” 


So eR 8p 
Belgium. 
ANTWERP. 

Rev. Artuur Ports, late pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church at Little Falls, 
N. Y., sailed, with his wife, on Saturday, 
May 14th, in the Inman Line steamer 
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City of Richmond, for Liverpool, on his 
way to assume the duties of a two years’ 
term as chaplain of our own and the British 
and Foreign Sailors’ Society, at this port. 
Deprecating the necessity of changes at 
this growingly important European har- 
bor we express very heartily our expecta- 
tion that the Rev. Mr. Porrs will, by 
God’s blessing, continue the good work 
which Rey. Drs. Vermityr and Rev. Mr. 
TREAT, following in the wake of Rey. Mr. 
MarrHews, have so happily borne for- 
ward. The position to be filled at A. is 
fast becoming one of prime consequence 
in work for sailors, as will be seen by the 
following statements from a recent issue 
of the London, Eng., Timber Trade’s 
Journal, 

“‘We learn from a contemporary that 
the city of Antwerp is outstripping the 
busiest ports of England in the rapid en- 
largement of its foreign trade, and it will 
justify a reconsideration of the whole sub- 
ject, if it be shown that greater progress 
can be made by an old country without 
free trade, than with it. The St. James’ 
Gazette (a free trade paper) recently re- 


ferred to Antwerp as the port of the day, 
and the statistics of its trade seem to jus- 
tify the phrase. This, though now a Bel- 
gic city, is inhabited by Dutchmen, and 
during the last ten years the increase in 
the tonnage of the ships coming in there 
has been 242 per cent., against an increase 
of 110 per cent. at Hamburg, and 386 per 
cent. at Liverpool. The old docks and 
quays have proved quite inadequate to 
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this enormous augmentation of traffic, 
but the city and the State between them 
are making great additions to the exist- 
ing accommodation. The extension of 
the Kattendyk Dock, which will be finish- 
ed in the spring, will give ten acres more 
surface and about 800 yards of new quay. 
Three large dry docks will be opened 
about the same time. The river crafts 
have recently been transferred to a new 
dock, so as to make the space hitherto oc- 
cupied by them available for larger ves- 
sels. Two miles of additional quays are 
being built, with a width of over one 
hundred yards, and an area of some nine- 
ty acres, for the accommodation of mer- 
chandise. This will give about seven 
times the space which exists at pres- 
ent. The bed of the river is being deep- 
ened so as to allow the largest ships to 
come up to the quays at low water. 
Ample sheds are being built for the pro- 
tection of goods, and every modern ap- 
pliance will be used for shipping and un- 
shipping cargoes. Rails communicating 
with all the principal lines will be laid 
down, so that the goods may not encum- 
ber the precious space for an unnecessary 
moment. Yet, if the trade of Antwerp 
goes on increasing at the present rate, 
these vast works will be insufficient al- 
most as soon as they are finished. It is 
reckoned that the new space they will af- 
ford will be absorbed by 1885, and some 
of them can hardly be completed much 
before that date. And this supplies a 
curious commentary on the assertions as to 
the unimportance of Antwerp, which were 
occasionally hazarded in this country some 
years back.—Hamburg seems to be in- 
creasing its foreign trade three times as 
fast as Liverpool, and Antwerp about 
seven times. The reason why is worth 
inquiring into.” 


At Stations In the United States. 


New York. 


NEW YORK CITY. 


“Our report,” say the missionaries at 
the Saruors’ Homer, 190 Cherry Street, 
“‘for the past three months, is not so en- 


couraging in the number of hopeful con- 
versions to Christ, among seamen, as that 
of last year. Yet we are ‘still sowing 
beside all waters,’ feeling assured that the 
good seed will spring up and bear fruit to 
the glory of God. 


Individual Cases of Interest. 
‘*Quite a pumber of sailors have, how- 


ever, borne testimony to the truth that 
Jesus has power on earth to forgive sin. 
One said,—he could not tell how this 
was brought about, but he was going to 
sea a new man, and would not part with 
the hope he had in Christ for the whole 


‘world. He added,—‘‘ pray for me, that 


the Lord may sustain and keep me!’— 
Another says he has been delivered from 
the power of the wine cup, and is now a 
free man in Christ. He invites his ship- 
mates to come to the Savior, and brings 
them with him to the meetings.—Lately 
a young man came from the hospital, and 
while thinking of home, of his. Christian 
parents, and godly sister, he reflected,— 
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**Why cannot I be a Christian?” He 
went alone with God, who gave him the 
witness that he was accepted. Then he 
told it wherever he went. 


Good Proof of Conversion. 


““We would especially mention a man 
who was here about ten years ago, and 
left here in debt. He has been in New 
York several times since then, but did not 
come to the Home, for he was not willing 
to pay up. Somehow, this time, he came, 
and was hopefully converted to Jesus. 
Then he could get no rest until he made 
restitution. To use his own words, he 
eried all night for joy. Never can we 
forget that morning when he told us that 
Jesus had washed his sins away. He was 
singing, 

“Oh to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be!” 

The religion of Jesus makes a man pay 
his debts, and it makes a swearing man a 
praying man,—a lying man to be a truth- 
ful man,—a Sabbath breaker to remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. This 
man’s whole desire is now changed. What 
he once loved now he hates. He has writ- 
ten a letter to us since he left the Home, 
and he still lets his ight shine. 


Praising God— Varying Hapervences. 


‘* Another sailor says, —‘‘I want to praise 
the Lord with you, Christian friends, for 
the Lord has saved my soul. I have long 
been saying,—oh that I knew where I could 
find him! I have often tried to give up 
this and give up that, but now I have 
given up myself, and I am happy.” Some 
have gone to sea who did not have such a 
bright experience, but could trust Jesus, 
and many more have been anxious about 
their souls’ eternal interest. 


Temperance Work—Farthfulness. 


‘We have lately quite an interest in 
this. Many sailors have signed the pledge, 
and some have kept it. One man told Mr. 
Boretua that twenty-seven months ago 
he was here, and through his efforts and 
counsel then took the pledge. He had 
just one old shirt, and he was almost 
starved while crossing the boisterous ocean 
in the middle of winter. But he kept his 
pledge, and now he had plenty of good 
clothes, plenty of money, and plenty of 
friends. Besides, he reads his Bible, and 
prays every morning and evening. He 
comes home too, this time, as second 
mate. And we have had several other 
just such testimonies as that. 

*“ As usual, we have visited the hospi- 
tals, vessels, and boarding-houses, attend- 
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ed two meetings daily, and sometimes 
more, and through the Society’s aid, have 
helped seamen’s widows.” 


The Marine Agency of the New York 
Bible Society reported the following as 
its distribution of the Scriptures during 
the fiscal year ending April 1st, 1881. 

To seamen on shore, as met with at boarding- 
ing-houses, Seamen’s Missions, &c., 3,752 vols. ; 
to seamen in the forecastles of 952 vessels, 3,048 
vols., to foreign shipping, as supplied at our 
own piers, 829 Scandinavian vessels, 5,288 vols; 
to 803 vessels of the nationalities of Southern 
Europe, French, Portuguese, Italian, Spanish, 
etc., 4,462 vols. ; to 5 foreign men-of-war--French, 
Swedish, Austrian, and Spanish, 464 vols.; to 
843 vessels for distribution at 90 Roman Cath- 
olic ports—of which afew of the more remote 
may be mentioned—Ciudad Bolivar, Porto Al- 
legre, Rosario, Corrientes, Concepcion, Guaya- 
quil, Guayamas, Manilla, Zanzibar, Fernando 
Po, Canary Islands, Vigo, Santander, Corunna, 
Oporto, Messina, Trieste, etc., 7,471 vols. 


0 
Virginia. 
NORFOLK, 

In April, attendance on Bethel services 
greatly improved, as did that at the Sun- 
day-school. Two hundred and twenty- 
seven vessels were visited, with the usual 
distribution of reading-matter.—At a 
meeting of the Norfolk Seamen’s Friend 
Society held April 29th, Rev. J. B. Mrr- 
ritt, of the Virginia M. EK. Annual Con- 
ference was elected chaplain, as successor 
to Rev. E. N. Cranz, whose coming re- - 
tiracy from this post of labor, after fill- 
ing it for sixteen years, was noted in the 
Maeazrne for May. 

On the 7th May, the fifty-fifth annual 
meeting of the Norfolk Society was held 
and chaplain Crane submitted his sixteenth 
yearly report. Summarizing his labor for 
seamen during the long period of his in- 
cumbency, it appeared that more than 
18,000 different vessels have been visited, 
many of them frequently, averaging over 
1,000 a year, and over 500,000 pages of 
tracts, nearly 45,000 seamen’s papers and 
magazines, and 4,700 Bibles, Testaments, 
or Testaments and Psalms in a dozen dif- 
ferent languages have been distributed, 
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and fifty loan libraries sent to sea, each 
containing 85 or 40 volumes of moral and 
religious reading carefully selected for 
seamen. 

At this meeting, the committee appoint- 
ed at the last meeting of the Board of 
Managers to draft a series of resolutions 
on the retirement of Rev. Mr. Crane from 
the chaplaincy of the Bethel, reported as 
follows: 

Whereas the Rey. E. N. Crane has 
found it necessary for the health of his 
family to remove to a different climate, 
and hence to resign the chaplaincy of the 
Seamen’s Bethel, which he has held for 
about sixteen years; therefore 

Resolved, That we hereby express our 
appreciation of the diligence, fidelity and 
efficiency with which Mr. Crane has con- 
ducted his ministry in the pastorate of the 
Seamen’s Bethel, and do express to him 
and Mrs. Crane our sympathy in the 
affliction which has occasioned his resig- 
nation, and our good wishes for their res- 
toration and their happiness and prosperity 
hereafter. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be forwarded to the AMERICAN Swa- 
MEN’S F'RIEND SOCIETY, a copy given to 
Rey. E. N. Crane, and a copy spread upon 
the records of this Society. 

After remarks by various gentlemen, 
the following resolution was also unani- 
mously adopted, and a committee appoint- 
ed to carry out its provisions, 

Resolved, That a committee of four,— 
one from each denomination,—be author- 
ized to purchase and present to the chap- 
lain a suitable testimonial of the esteem 
and regard of this Society, and for this 
purpose they are authorized to draw on 
the Treasurer for $100. 

The twelvemonths’ receipts of the So- 
ciety, including cash on hand, 10th May, 
1880,—were $6,184 17; total disburse- 
ments to May 9th, 1881, $1,284 85; cash 
on hand in Bank of Commerce, $4,899 32. 

The following officers were then elected 
for the current year:—President, Col. 
Wm. Lamb; Mirst Vice-President, E. J, 
Griffin; Second Vice-President, W. H. 
Broughton; Treaswrer, Captain R. Frank 
Vaughan; Secretary, A. B. Broughton; 
Assistant Secretary, S. N. Brickhouse. 

Bourd of Managers :—Episcopal,—Col. 
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Wm. Lamb, R. H. Baker, T. A. Williams, 
J. W. Hunter, Dr. H. M. Nash, Capt. B. 
P. Loyall. Methodist,—W. R. Hudgins, 
18 Dh Chnnisida, Wi, Ibs We Oya, Ib, Isl 
Whitehurst, S. N. Brickhouse, J. H. Daw- 
son. Baptist,—Thomas C. Elliott, G. W. 
Dey, W. H. Morris, EH. Cuthriell, A. J. 
Williamson, T. W. Godwin. Presbyte- 
rian,—Charles Reid, R. Frank Vaughan, 
R. W. Santos, L. Sheldon, Wm. H. 
Broughton, A. B. Broughton. 


—_—__—<—>0<__ 


Loan Library Work. 


Mr. Perer H. Larsen, now acting as 
sailor missionary and Superintendent of 
our Loan Library System at Boston, 
Mass., writes in further statement as to 
the revival of religion on the bark Flight, 
which had on board Loan Library No. 61, 
as follows :— 

A Means of Much Good—Revival—In- 
cidents. 

“‘T was on board the bark Plight at 
the time referred to in the Sartors’ Mag- 
AZINE for April (see April No., p. 118). 
The library with the influence exerted by 
Capt. Hawks was the means of much 
good. We had an interesting revival and 
most of the crew were converted. There 
was a tall Irishman on board who said it 
was all nonsense and foolishness. Capt. 
Hawks often talked kindly with him, and 
he said he thought that the captain must 
be a Christian. Soon he began to attend 
the prayer-meetings which were held 
every evening, and also family worship 
every morning. While in Charleston, 
S. C., Capt. Hawks used to march his 
crew to the prayer-meeting in the Mari- 
ners’ Church and other places, and it was 
pleasant to see this tall old sailor giving 
up his old companions and forming into 
line with us as we went to the meetings. 

** Another of our crew was a young 
man who was a native of Finland, and 
could hardly understand our language. 
He was under conviction of sin, in one of 
our meetings in Charleston, and came on 
board weeping. Capt. Hawks talked with 
him and some of us prayed with him. 
Before he closed his eyes in sleep he 
found peace in believing. We had a bless- 
ed time on our homeward bound passage. 
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The Work Continuing— Witnessing For 
God. 


“The next voyage was to Mobile, Ala., 
and Glasgow, Scotland. We changed 
some of our crew. One man who came 
on board was converted and came out 
bright on the Lord’s side. When we were 
in Glasgow Capt. Hawks took us to the 
meetings in the churches and ‘we went 
everywhere preaching the word.’ The 
ministers had us up on the platform to 
tell what the Lord had done for our souls. 
The churches were filled in the pews and 
aisles, and whenever we went a crowd 
came to hear us. 


Giving Thanks Until The Dawn. 


**On one occasion when we left a meet- 
ing where we had been speaking, we met 
a crowd coming from another meeting 
and they wanted to ‘hear the sailors,’ 
and invited us to go into their meeting. 
We went back to their vestry, which was 
so crowded that we had to stand np, 
Captain H. alongside of us. We opened 
our mouths and the Lord filled them. 
We could all say truly the ‘Spirit of the 
Lord is wpon us.’ Some of the people 
accompanied us on board the Hight, 
where we prayed and sang praises till the 
breaking of the day. 

The Vessel Founders—Captain Lost. 

““T left the vessel at Glasgow on ac- 
count of sickness. The light founder- 
ed at sea on its next voyage and was never 
heard from afterwards. The good cap- 
tain entered the port to which he had 
directed so many, I trust, taking all his 
crew with him.” 
GRATEFUL—SUNDAY-SCHOOL ON SHIPBOARD 

—ASKING PRAYERS. 


The Sabbath-school of the Reformed 
Church on the Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
which has had part in our library work 
for seamen, hitherto, has lately sent out 
Loan Library No. 7,151. The captain of 
the vessel on which it was placed at once 
addressed the following letter to the don- 
ors. 

Sure Manvrt Luacuno, 
New York, Pier 19, E. R.., 
April 22nd, 1881. 

“To the S. S. Reformed Ohurch on 
Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.:—I take plea- 
sure in acknowledging your very great 
kindness in loaning my ship so fine a 
library. The books appear to me to be of 
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a very superior character, and I shall take 
pains to have them carefully used, while 
it will be a satisfaction to me to let you 
know, on my arrival at San Francisco, how 
they have been appreciated by the crew, 
together with any incident of interest that 
may arise in connection with their use. I 
have myself a little son six years old, who 
goes to sea with me, and is deprived of 
the privilege of attending Sabbath-school 
for a greater part of the time, but who 
enjoys it very much when he can attend, 
and has his own little Sabbath-school 
every Sunday evening on the ship, with 
his mother, myself and his little toy-sol- 
diers to make out a class, repeating a 
verse and answering all questions himself 
for the toys, and afterwards passing his 
box for the pennies, which he hoards up 
for the first missionary Sunday when he 
returns home to Maine. So I feel an ad- 
ditional interest in the children in your 
number, and while it will hardly be 
possible for me to make them a visit this 
time, as I should like to, owing to a pre- 
vious engagement, I shall be most happy 
to have any of them that can, come over 
and see the Manuel Llaguno. With the 
best wishes for the success of your school, 
and hoping that you will sometimes re- 
member us in your prayers, I remain, 
Respectfully yours, 
HK. W. Stacxroie, Master. 


A MEMORIAL LIBRARY HEARD FROM. 
To American Seamen's Friend Society : 


“Tn April, 1878, I received from you 
Loan Library No. 6,420,—presented by 
the Sabbath-school of Union Presbyterian 


Church of Newburg, N. Y., in memory of 
Mrs. H. L. Prime. I will say of this 
library that it was a very good one. It 
was very carefully read and well appre- 
ciated by all on board, and in behalf of 
myself, officers and crew I now return 
many thanks to the donors, and beg to be 
excused for my former neglect about it. 
In November, 1878, at the port of Shang- 
hae, China, I took the liberty to exchange 
the above library with the American ves- 
sel Vesuwwius, receiving from her No. 
6,640, which has remained on board since 
that date, and has been read by a large 
number of men and officers. I think 
these libraries have done good, taking the 
place of much reading matter of a doubt- 
ful character. Please accept many thanks 
and oblige, 
Yours very respectfully, 
JOSIAH CHASE, 
Master bark Abiel Abbot.” 
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THEIR PRACTICAL VALUE ON THE SHIP. 


Capt. M. T, CutsHotm, master of the 
bark Zulma writes :— 


“Your library,” No. 5,491, (sent from 
Boston, Mass., by annual bequest of E. 
N. N., Holbrook, Mass.,) ‘‘ has been read 
with much interest by both officers and 
seamen. I find that having a library on 
board is a great aid in keeping seamen on 
the ship. My crew are about all North- 
ern Europeans, that is to say mostly Ger- 
mans and Swedes. These men formerly 
insisted on going on shore and drinking. 
They now come aft and call for. the books. 
One of these men expressed his thanks 
and told me he had read all the books, 
this voyage. 

“Tt is my impression that if masters of 
ships would all carry a library on board, 
they would have less trouble with their 
crews or men. Ihave had many seamen 
of other ships come on board and ask for 
the loan of a book, and I hope that the 
many friends of this good work will con- 
tinue it, and at last receive the blessing 
that awaits the people of the Lord. 

Yours truly, with many thanks.” 


‘70 LEARN MORE ABOUT JESUS, SIR.” 


Rey. Mr. Hanks, our District Secretary 
at Boston, Mass., forwards a most inter- 
esting record furnisbed to him by Mr. 8. 
S. Nickerson, Superintendent of the Mar- 
iners’ Exchange in that city. It reads:— 

“You gave me Loan Library No. 
to put on board the English steamship 
Sardinian, plying between this port and 
Liverpool. I put this library in charge of 
one Davip Lewis, who has the care of the 
oil room and the lamps and lanterns, a 
thorough Christian and trustworthy man. 
Lewis cannot read a word, but he has 
loaned the books to his shipmates, and 
every book has been read. Some of them 
have been read to Lewis, and he thinks 
good has been the result. 

“Capt. Durroy, who is a godly man, 
and has services on board his ship every 
day at sea, says of Lewis:—‘‘ When he 
first came on board my ship five years 
ago, he looked more like a pirate than 
anything else, but he made the voyage. 
While at England the ship hauled up for 
repairs for sometime. When she was ready 
for sea, one day this very piratical chap 
came around and asked permission to join 
her again. ‘‘ What do you want to go in 
that ship again for, sir?” asked Capt. Dut- 
ton. ‘* Zo learn more about Jesus, sir,” 
came from the lips of the man. Then he 
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told how he was converted on the voyage 
before, though the captain did not know 
at,—how he had been a wicked man, but 
now should live for Jesus. 

“He has been with Capt. Dutton ever 
since, and has given every evidence of a 
new life. Lewis would write you his 
thanks, but he cannot read or write, so I 
send you a line in his stead.” 


LEGACY FOR LIBRARIES. 


It is most natural that as the beneficent 
issues wrought by God’s blessing, through 
our Loan Libraries, increase in scope, and 
attract to themselves a widening regard, 
they should begin to be specially remem- 
bered in the wills of friends who would 
do good to all who ‘‘go down to the sea 
in ships.” Among our receipts in the 
month of May, was a legacy of $500 from 
Miss M. A. Horcuxiss of New Haven, 
Conn.,—to be especially applied to the 
Library department of our work. 

We have a letter from Keeper Joun A. 
Mripeett, Station No. 20, Dist. No. 6, U. 
S. L. S.8., (Rodantha P. O., N. C.) dated 
8rd May, ’81, with hearty appreciation 
and thanks for our Sarors’ Macazrne, 
and for the Loan Library which he and 
his crew have at the Station. 


————<—1e—____ 


New York East M. E. Con- 
ference. 


At the recent meeting of this body in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., after report from a com- 
mittee of which Rev. E. O. Barrs was 
chairman, Conference vofed—That having 
undiminished confidence in the AMERICAN 
SraMEn’s FRIEND Society, as an efficient 
agency in providing for the temporal and 
spiritual necessities of those who ‘go 
down to the sea in ships,” therefore 

Resolved, That the Conference com- 
mends this Society to the confidence and 
support of the churches. 

Conference also 

Resolved, That we express our satisfac- 
tion in the renewal of the effort to abolish 
the custom of paying advance wages to 
seamen shipping from American ports,—a 
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practice which has long been a prolific 
source of evil to the sailor ;—and we hearti- 
ly commend Captain Dante Tracy to the 
churches, in his efforts to secure the pass- 
age, by Congress, of a law to prohibit it. 


——___— 2 _____ 


Care for the Shipwrecked. 


The following appreciative note needs 
no explanation. We print it that it may 
afford to some of our readers an idea of 
the varied work which we are permitted 
to do for the men of the sea. 

OFFricE oF MAINE STEAMSHIP Co., 
Pier 38 East River, 
New York, May 2nd, 1881. 
American Seamen’s Friend Society, 
80 Wall Street, City :— 

We herewith tender you our hearty 
thanks for your kindness in housing and 
caring for our shipwrecked sailors of the 
steamer Chesapeake. If at any time we 
can oblige you, please advise us, and we 
shall be glad to reciprocate. 

Very truly your friends, 
J. F. Ames, Agt. 


“ Palmam Qui Meruit, Ferat.” 

When our friends at the Church of The 
Pilgrims in Brooklyn, N. Y., Rey. Dr. 
Rh. S. Srorrs, pastor, sent us a few years 
since, more than $1,000 as their annual 
contribution, at one collection, for the 
work of our Society among seamen,—we 
mentally noted it as the largest single 
contribution so received in our annals of 
nearly fifty yoars. Now that they have 
gone beyond that, and handed to our 
Treasurer, as the amount gathered for us 
at their annual collection in April of the 
present year, the sum of $1,193 138, we 
are constrained to name the fact here, 
with appropriate gratitude, and as an in- 
citement to others who may be led to in- 
creased donations for our good work,—al- 
though we know them so well as to be 
sure that they have done no good deed of 
this sort ‘‘to be seen of men.” 


“Growing Old Gracefully,” 


A sweet poem which appeared in the 
Sartors’ Magazine for May, 1879, now 
comes to our table in very appropriate 
dress, as set to music by Prof. Henry 
Harpine, Freehold, N. J., who dedicates 
it to our long time associate, Mr. L. P. 
Hupparp, of Greenwich, Conn. If there 
be any better illustration of how to grow 
old gracefully than that afforded by our 
friend who is the object of this dedica- 
tion,—and who is so well known to New 
Yorkers for his zeal and efficiency in be- 
half of our Society, we have not met with 
it. The music is a fitting setting for the 
words of the poem. R. A. SAALFIELD, 
publisher, 839 Broadway, N. Y. 


—_———>- ea 


Acknowledgments. 

We have received,— 
1. The Report of the U. S. Life 
Saving Service, for the year ending 
June 380th, 1880 ;— 
2. The Seventh Annual Report of 
the Seamen and Landsmen’s Aid 
Society (January, 1881) at Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ;— 
3. The Fifty-Ninth Annual Report 
of the Liverpool, Eng., Seamen and 
Emigrant’s Friend Society and 
Bethel Union ;—and 
4, The Fifty-Seventh Annual Re- 
port of the Royal (English) Nation- 
al Life Boat Institution. 


Sailors’ Home, New York. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 

month of 
APRIL, 1881. 

Total arrivals... ce eee oe 148 

Deposited for safe keeping............. $1,485 
of which $465 was sent to relatives and friends, 
and $200 was placed in Savings Banks, the bal- 
ance being returned to depositors. 


————». +e 


Planets for June, 1881. 


Mercury is an evening star during the whole 
of this month, setting on the 1st at 8h. 46m., 
and north of west 34° 39’; is at its greatest 
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brilliancy on the evening of the 16th, and is 
very favorably situated for observation as it 
sets on this evening at 9h. 14m., and north of 
west 31° 5’; is at its greatest elongation about 
midnight on the 19th, being 25° 4’ east of the 
Sun; is in conjunction with the Moon at 33m. 
past noon on the 28th, being 2° 26’ north. 

Venus is a morning star rising on the 1st at 
2h. 53m., and north of east 16° 6’; is in con- 
junction with Saturn at about 11 0’clock on the 
evening of the 5th, being 11’ north; is at its 
greatest brilliancy on the morning of the 9th; 
is in conjunction with Jupiter on the morning 
of the 19th at about 5 o’clock, being 2° 15/ south; 
is in conjunction with the Moon on the after- 
noon of the 22nd at 3h. 5m., being 6° 6’ south. 

Mars is a morning star rising on the Ist at 
2h. Im., and north of east 5° 59’; is in conjunc- 
tion with the Moon on the morning of the 2ist 
at 5h. 52m., being 5° 35’ south. 

JUPITER is a morning star rising on the 1st at 
3h. 7m., and north of east 19° 15’; is in con- 
junction with the Moon at 25m. before noon on 
the 22nd, being 3° 51’ south. 

SATURN is a morning star rising on the 1st at 
3 o’clock, and north of east 15° 34’; is in con- 
junction with the Moon at 42m. before midnight 
on the 2ist, being 5° 47’ south. 


New York University. Ro, B. 


tt i 
Marine Disasters, April, 
13sh. 


The number of vessels belonging to, or bound 
to or from ports in the United States, reported 
totally lost and missing during the month was 
53, of which 23 were wrecked, 3 were sunk by 
collision, 12 abandoned, 7 foundered, 1 was 
burned, and 7 are missing. The list comprises 
3 steamers, 3 ships, 22 barks, 5 brigs, and 29 
schooners, and their total value, exclusive of 
cargoes, is estimated at $971,220. 

Below is the list, giving names, ports, desti- 
nations, &c. Those designated by a w were 
wrecked, s c sunk by collision, @ abandoned, b 
burned, f foundered, and m missing. 


STEAMERS, 


United States, w. from Boston for Savannah. 
City of Austin, w. from Matanzas for New York. 
Chesapeake, w. from Portland for New York. 


SHIPS. 


Liverpool, a. from New York for Cherbourg. 
Alexander, a. from Cardiff for Rio Janeiro. 
Anglesea, m. from Mobile for U. Kingdom. 


BARKS. 


Glenaros, f. from Philadelphia for Queenstown. 

Tevere, b. at Pascagoula. 

Zerica, m. from Pensacola for Greenock. 

Leopoldine Fraude, a. from Galveston for 
Queenstown. 

The Queen, a. from Pensacola for London. 
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pret w. from Liverpool for Pensacola, via Ty- 

ee, 

Josephine, w. from Baltimore for Cienfuegos. 

Carl Konow, s.c. from Philadelphia for Newry. 

Ruby, w. from Pensacola for Greenock. 

Ethelred, /. from Newcastle for San Francisco. 

Vincenzo Galatolo, m. from Catania for Balti- 
more. 

Janus, w. at Awanni Heads, N. Z. 

Bunin, a. from Havre for Baltimore. 


BRIGS, 


Cornish Girl, a. from Aracaju for New York. 

Kate, a. from Cienfuegos for New York. 

Liberty, w. from Matanzas for Del. Breakwater. 

oe a. from New York for Gloucester, 
eng. 

Saeed . Strout, a. from Jacksonville for Aspin- 
wall. 


SCHOONERS, 


Gettysburg, s. c. from New York for Wilning- 
ton, N. C. 

John Stilson, f. from Magdalena Bay for San 
Francisco. 

Phantom, w. at Salt Pond, Cal. 

Louisburg, w. from St. John, N. B. for Boston. 

Nellie Crowell, w. from Baltimore for Wilming- 
ton, N; © 

A. B. Goodman, w. from Baltimore for New- 
bern, N. C. 

B. W. Eldredge, m. from Jamaica for Balti- 
more. 

Fred. Brown, s.c. from New York for Provi- 
dence. 

Sea Breeze, f. at Saco. 

Mary T. Bryan, a. from Pascagoula for Phila- 
delphia. 

Esther, w. from St. Andrews, N. B. for Boston. 

Sarah Webb, w. from Hyde Co., N. C. for Wil- 
mington, N. C. 

Dexter, w. from Portland, Me. for Boston. 

H. S. Billings, w. from Deer Isle, Me. for New 
York. 

J. G. Huntingdon, w. from Gloucester for New 
York. 

Ganges, w. near Plymouth, Mass. 

Active, w. at Horse Island, Mass. 

W. H. D. Chapin, m. from Ponce, P. R. for Port- 
land. 

Jasper, w. from Parrsboro, N. 8. for Boston. 

James Bliss, a. from Belfast for Jacksonville. 

Annie F. Collins, f. from New York for Provi- 
dence, 

Lorillard, w. from Elizabeth City. 

John Sherman, m. from Philadelphia for Sa- 
vannah. 

W.H. Lamblin, m. from Baltimore for New- 
bern, N. C. 

Joseph W. Wilson, a. from Cardenas for N. of 
Hatteras. 

Como, w. from New York for Baracoa. 

Mary E. Caswell, w. from Wood Island for 
Portsmouth, N. H. } 
Hattie Haskell, w. from New York for Aspin- 

wall. 
Palladium, f. from New York for Providence. 


Of the above, 3 steamers, 2 ships, 1 bark, 2 
brigs, and 25 schooners were owned wholly in 
the United States, and their total value is esti- 
mated at $576,000. 

The Bureau Veritas publishes the following 
statistics of vessels of all nationalities reported 
lost during the month of 

Marcu, 1881. 


Sailing Vessels :—69 English, 24 American, 17 
French, 15 Norwegian, 11 German, 5 Italian, 4 
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Danish, 4 Dutch, 2 Austrian, 2 Swedish, 1 Span- 
ish, 1 Portuguese, 1 Russian, 6 of which the na- 
tionality is unknown; total: 162. In this num- 
ber are included 12 vessels reported missing. 


Steamers :—3 English, 1 German, 1 Danish, 


1 Norwegian; total: 6. 


= 6 2 


Receipts for April, 1881. 


MAINE. 


Augusta, South Cong. church,........ 
Bangor, Hammond St. Cong ch., for 
librar as 


NrEw HAMPSHIRE. 


Littleton, bequest of Abigail G. Con- 
don, by James J. Barrett, ex’r.... 
Wal pole iCongnchurchs..saeetre etre 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


Amherst, North Cong. ch., to const. 
* Mary. He Brown lw Vises eeceer 
Belchertown, additional.............. 
Bostonyy Wh Care yemecteweee eee 
A BTIONG: Sects ce, Ae ea eee 
Capt. Fleming, brig Mary Celeste. . 
Capt. Champion, bark Frank Leam- 
MN 
Capt. Edgar. schr. Meta............ 
Capt. Shaw, schr. John C. Sweeny. 
East Longmeadow, S. S., for lib’y.... 
Leicester, Cong. ch., for library...... 
Longmeadow, Gents’ and Ladies’ Ben- 
évolent Societies...) ...- 2055.2 Je. 
Inynn; Centralichurchis sss eneece. 
Malden, Friends........... odie tetas 
Miller’s Falls, Cong. church........... 
Monson, Cong: church ...)....2. 206... 
BH. Morris, tor dibrarys..eansceee 
New Bedford, Trin. church........... 


Randolph, Cong. ch., of wh. 8. §., for 
Library; O20: Ae. cc cee eee 
Rockland, Cong, church.............. 
Salisbury, Union Evang’] ch. and Soe. 
of Salisbury and Amesbury....... 
Saundersville, Cong. church.......... 
South Egremont, Ist Cong. ch. and 
Society 7: it ee aun eee 
Springfield, 1st Cong. church......... 
Oliveteh. SUS: tor library. ..s. 40s 
South: church, o05 once seein 
Turner’s Falls, Cong. ch., for library. 
Wareham, Cong. church 
Warren, Cong. ch. 8. §., for library .. 
Westfield, 2nd Cong. church.......... 
Weymouth wlstichurch' sees wns oe 
Worcester, Central ch., of wh. $20 for 
TiO LAT Ys else nines eee 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Bristol, 1st church §. §., for library... 


CONNECTICUT. 


Bethel, H. H. Seelye, of wh. $30 to 
const. self, L. M 

Enfield, 1st Cong. church............. 

Essex, istiCong church) cee, noses 

Guilford, Ist Cong. church............ 


$ 20 00 


~ 
SCrRReE oxo Kw S 


~ 
eSSSS S8SSas 


8 


20 00 
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Haddam, Cong. church 
Redding, W. J. Jennings. ............ 
Stamford, 1st Cong. church 

Alexander Milne ~ .i0.0205 2: 
Suffield, Mrs. Mary A. Luce 
Talcottville, Cong. church............ 
Thomaston, C. A. Norton... : : 
Waterbury, 2nd Cong. ch. and Soc’y. 


New YorE. 


Brooklyn, 8. S. Ref. ch. on Heights, 
POLMIDLALY = sete c oslo ae ee eee 
Mrs: HOD: Webbroivs cee certo 
Harlem, S. S. Harlem Cong. ch., for 
librar 
New York City, legacy of John Dow- 


ley, On accountizer conan a ean it 


T. B. Nutting, Jr., of wh. $90 to 
const. self, Mrs. Selina H., and 
Miss Nina Fredrica Nutting, of 
BuflalosNewys Peli s: eee 

Frederick A. Libbey, for lib’s...... 

William Libbey, for lib’s........-... 

Solon Humphreysa7--.------ 40-2 ees 

Robert Gordons .a9.05 saacieieee epee 

CG, ViuiS: Roose yell caer oe eeeeneee 

Mrs; Bartholomew: cicncteo neces 

John Munroe:& Coz. terse sasanovern 

Arnold, Constable & Co............. 

Hoyt Bros: b22cch 6 ote ee oe Ase 

@) AL Davison cis =e enn eee 

Cash sien tits bibs sem ooase cee eee 

Mrs. Lispenard Stewart............. 

Mrs) James sBrOwmM ie casita ase erie 

Miss Mary Hopeton Drake, for lib. . 

Walter Wd wards <h3.006 ive: see ete 

C.. Bi Isham... Pecen eee ees Sagets 


Lazell, Marsh & Gardiner. 
Willard Parker, M. D...... ba 
James L.-Banks, M. D2... 26k 
Alfred: Ci Fost. Mie ID senna eee 
TT. AS Brouwer. 2 aeca eee eelan ae 


Cashin asdt.nte sarmmoserce aeenremasite 


Capt. John A. Ryder, bark James 
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BOC ae eee es a TR 1 00 
Syracuse, Mrs. J. M. Schermerhorn, 
FOr TRAY sas tes woe aoe er 20 00 
Tarrytown, ist Ref. ch., of wh S. 8S. 
class of A. 8. H., for lib’y, $20.... 32 00 
Watertown, R. E. Hungerford, for lib. 20 00 
Yonkers, Mrs. C. M. Roberts, for lib.. 20 00 
New JERSEY. 
Elizabeth, Westminster Pres. church. 52 00 
Newark, Central Pres. church........ 25 90 
Cus Osborne Aen ino eae ee ee 5 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Easton, from a Life Member.......... 3 00 
ILLINoIs. 
Dundee, Cong; church -..,..2 5-465 seoe 3 26 
$3,707 83 
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“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days '—Ece, IT: 1. 


One Step at a Time. 


I once stood at the foot of a Swiss 
mountain which towered up from the 
Vispbach Valley to a height of ten thou- 
sand feet. It looked like a tremendous 
pull to the top; but Isaid to myself, ‘‘ O, 
it will only require one step at a time.” 
Before noonday I stood on the summit 
enjoying the magnificent view of the peaks 
around me; and right opposite to me 
flashed the icy crown of the Weisshorn, 
which Professor Tyndall was the first man 
to scale by taking one brave ste, at a time. 

Every boy who wouid master a difficult 
study, every youth who hopes to get on 
in the world, must keep this motto in 
mind. When the famous Arago was a 
school-boy he got discouraged over his 
mathematics. But one day he found on 
the waste-leaf of the cover of his text- 
book a short letter from D’Alembert to a 
youth discouraged like himself. The ad- 
vice which D’Alembert gave was, ‘Go 
on, sir;—go on.” ‘‘ That little sentence,” 
said Arago, ‘“‘was my best teacher in 
mathematics.” He did push on steadily 
until he became the greatest mathemati- 
cian of his day by mastering one step at a 
time. 

This is a vital point with every boy or 
girl who sincerely desires to be a Christian. 
Do not despise the day of small things, 


A noble Christian life looks very difficult, 
and it cannot be reached at a single jump; 
it is just a series of right steps, one at a 
time. Learning such a Bible verse as, 
““My son, give me thy heart,” is one step; 
praying to Jesus Christ that he will ac- 
cept your heart and cleanse it is another 
step; giving up a bad habit is another 
step; and saying ‘‘No” to some wicked 
temptation is still another. Every thing 
you do to please the loving Savior helps 
you forward. It was by such steady steps 
that Joseph made his way up from being 
an ill-used lad at Dothan until he became 
the noble, righteous ruler of Egypt. If 
all Joseph’s trials and temptations had 
come on him at once they might have 
crushed him; but they came one at a time, 
and God helped him every time to con- 
quer. Just as certainly will He help you 
if you ask Him by prayer. 

When my daughter begins to embroider 
a piece of worsted she does not expect to 
finish it with one dash of the needle, but 
by adding stitch to stitch, for many winter 
evenings. If she drops a single stitch it 
makes an ugly spot in the embroidery. 
So a Christian character is made up of a 
great many good acts that please Christ; 
but even a little sin leaves a bad spot in 
the workmanship, 
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When you read in your Bible this prom- 
ise of God, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
thee,” it means that God will give you 
strength to take each step when you come 
to it. He can help you also to bear hard 
trials bravely. He knows just what is 
best for you. 

Thus, step by step, let’s onward go, 
Not looking far before; 

Trusting that we shall always have 
Help for just one step more. 


Rev. Dr. T. L. Cuyler. 


A Little Girl and Her Bible. 


When the Boston train came steaming 
into the depot the crowd rushed for seats. 
Asa band of recruits mounted the plat- 
form, they shouted back to their friends, 
who had accompanied them to the train, 
the various slang phrases they could com- 
mand, interspersed with an oath now and 
then. As the train moved on they push- 
ed each other into the car, where many 
ladies were seated, including Mrs, B—— 
and her two boys. 

Then the oaths came out thick and 
fast, each one evidently trying to outdo 
the other with profanity. Mrs. B—— 
shuddered for herself and her boys, for 
she could not bear to have their young 
minds contaminated by such language. 
Tf the train had not b2en so erowded she 
would have looked for seats elsewhere, 
but under the circumstances she was com- 
pelled to remain where she was. 

Finally, after the coarse jesting had 
continued for nearly an hour, a little 
girl, who with her mother sat in front of 
the party, stepped out timidly from her 
seat, and going up to the ringleader of 
the group—a young man whose count- 
enance indicated considerable intelligence, 
—she presented him with a small Bible. 

She was a little, delicate-looking crea- 
ture, only seven or eight years old; and 
as she laid the book in his hands she 
raised her soft eyes appealingly to his, 
but without saying a word went back to 
her seat. 

The party could not have been more 
completely hushed if an angel had silenc- 
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ed them. Not another oath was heard, 
and scarcely a word was spoken by any of 
them during the remainder of the Journey. 

The young man who had received the 
book seemed particularly impressed. He 
got out of the car at the next station and 
purchased a paper of candy for his little 
friend, which he presented to her, He 
then stooped down and kissed her, and 
said he would always keep the little Bible 
for her sake. 

The little girl’s mother afterward told 
Mrs. that her child had been so 
troubled by the wickedness of those 
young men that she could not rest until 
she had given her little Bible, which she 
valued so highly herself. 


“Clean Inside.” 

When the first missionaries at Mada- 
gascar had converted some of the island- 
ers there, a Christian sea captain asked a 
former ehief what it was that first led him 
to become a Christian. ‘‘ Was it any 
particular sermon you heard, or book 
which you read?” asked the captain. 

‘“No, my friend,” replied the chief, 
“it was no book nor sermon. One man, 
he a wicked thief; another man, he drunk 
all day long; big chief, he beat his wife 
and children. Now thief, he no steal; 
drunken Tom, he sober; big chief, he 
very kind to his family. Every heathen 
man gets something inside him, which 
make him different; so I became a Chris- 
tian, too, to know how it feel to have 
something strong inside of me, to keep me 
from being bad.” 

Now that old chief had the right idea of 
Christianity. He had got something new 
and strong inside of him. He had a new 
motive; it was the desire to be true and 
pure. 

At one of the ragged schools in Ireland 
a minister asked the poor children before 
him ‘‘ What is holiness?” Thereupon a 
poor little Irish boy, in dirty, tattered 
rags, jumped up and said, ‘‘ Please, your 
reverence, it’s to be clean inside.” Could 
anything be truer? 
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Loan Library Reports. 


The whole number of new Loan Libraries sent to sea from the Rooms of the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society at New York and at Boston, Mass., from 1858-9, to 
April Ist, 1881, was 7,111; and the reshipments of the same for the same period 
were 7,293. The number of volumes in these libraries was 391,070, and they were 
accessible to 278,840 men. Nine hundred and twenty-one libraries, with 33,156 vol- 
umes were placed upon vessels in the United States Navy, and in Naval Hospitals, 
and were accessible to 105,236 men.—One hundred libraries were placed in one 
hundred Stations of the United States Life Saving Service, containing 3,600 vol- 
wmes, accessible to nine hundred Keepers and surfmen. 

During April, 1881, seventy-five loan libraries,—twenty-two new, and fifty-three 


refitted, were sent to sea from our Rooms at New York and Boston. 
7,151 to 7,162, inclusive, at New York;—and No. 6,835 to 6,844, 


ries were No. 
inclusive, at Boston. 


The new libra- 


The fifty-three libraries reshipped were :— 


No, 1,684, No, 4,470, No, 4,843, No, 5,196, No. 5,425, No. 5,583, No, 6,014, No. 6,358, No, 6,900, 

2,209, “ 4,577, “ 4,864, ‘* 5,198, “ 5,464, “ 5,676, ‘ 6,098, “ 6,458, “ 6,997, 
«2767, “* 4746, “ 4.805, “5.255, 5.474 Bt, 6 «6100, “* 6.626, 6,967, 
“ 3.068, ‘“ 4,770, “ 5,030, “‘ 5,841, “ 5,486, ° “ 5,725, “ 6109, “* 6,654, /* 6,981, 
“ 3.637, “ 4,828, “¢ 5,184, “ 5,848, “ 5,491, “ 5,757, “ 6.248 “ 6661, “ 7,016, 
“3776, “ 4,885, “ 5,165, ‘ 5,493, “ 5,514, “ 5,970, “ 6,265, “ 6,808, 


One Prayer and One Text. 

Thirty-two years ago a boy came from 
a country town to live in New York. He 
had been taught by pious parents that 
God loved him, and he had learned to 
love God. But when he came to the great 
city he was bewildered by its greatness. 
He wanted to see every thing in it. He 
knew but few good people, and made the 
acquaintance of some bad young men. 
They told him that ‘‘if he wanted to know 
what New York is, he had better put him- 
self under their direction and they would 
show him what life is.” He agreed to go 
with them on an appointed night to places 
where some of the great sins are commit- 
ted. He was not to sin. He was only to 
see sin. As soon as he had promised, his 
conscience woke up and said,—‘‘ What 
would your parents say if they were to see 
you in such a place?” And the answer 
which he gave was, ‘‘ They will not know 
any thing about it.” Conscience said 


again, ‘‘Suppose some one who knows, 


you should see you;” and he answered, 
“No one for whose opinion I care knows 


me, Noone will see me.” On the ap- 


pointed night he was going to meet his 
companions, and as he passed through a 
dark street something seemed to whisper 
to him the words of one text. He stopped, 
turned back, went home and prayed to 
God to help him to resist temptation. 
The prayer was answered. The text saved 
him, and he is now a minister of the 
gospel. 
SS 


“ Are You Saved, Teacher ?” 


The question was artlessly put by a 
little girl in one of our Sunday-schools, 
but for an instant the lady sat silent with 
the Bible in her hand, startled by those 
simple words. And although she an- 
swered that ‘‘she hoped she was,” and 
her young questioner seemed satisfied, 
the teacher’s mind was still full of anx- 
ious thought and a strange sensation of 
unrest. The child’s few words bore bless- 


ed fruit,—the teacher was led to consider 
seriously her own need of the Great 'Teach- 
er, and when she next took her place at 
the head of the class it was with a joyful 
confidence in her heart that, through the 
merits of the Redeemer, she could say 
that she was saved, 
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Childrens’ Missionary Hymn. 


Happy are we, God’s own little flock, 

Sheltered so close in the cleft of the Rock, 

Far above storm, or danger, or shock, 
Happy are we in Jesus. 


What shall we do for the Master so dear ? 

O, there are many in need of our cheer ; 

Souls that know nothing but darkness and fear, 
Souls in the dark without Jesus. 


Many He has who are not of this fold, 

Out in the storm and the pitiless cold ; 

These we will win by our prayers and our gold, 
Win them to love our Jesus. 


Over the mountains and over the seas, 

Lovingly, joyfully, speed we to these, 

Seeking to save them by tenderest pleas, 
Save by the blood of Jesus, 


Even a child, He has told us, may lead 

Any to Him, from their sorrow and need ; 

Any who come, He will shelter and feed, 
Any who come to our Jesus. 


Joyfully, then, let us spread the glad news, 

Never this service for Jesus refuse, 

Never a moment to work for Him lose ; 
Joyfully work for Jesus. 


Mrs. Herrick Johnson. 


—___+#e—____ 


An Interest. 


A gentleman in London saw a lad, an 
acquaintance of his, coming on a run. 
He stopped him with the inquiry: 

‘* Whither away in such haste?” 

“‘Hxeter Hall.” 

‘* What is there at Exeter Hall that so 
interests a chimney sweep?” 

«¢ A missionary meeting, sir.” 

“Why do you care for a missionary 
meeting?” 

“JT have an interest in the concern, 
Sura 

“You an interest in the great London 
Missionary Society? How came that?” 

“T gave my penny, sir.” 

This but illustrates a law of the human 
heart, which the Creator himself an- 
nounced when he said:—‘‘ Where the 
treasure is there the heart is also.” That 
to which we give our toil or our money 
becomes an object of regard. 
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Make Others Happy. 


One afternoon, two or three days after 
New Year, Eddie took his sled and started 
off for a field back of the house, where 
the boys and girls were having great fun 
riding down hill. Just as he got outside 
the gate little Maggie came running after 
him. ‘‘Take me, too, Eddie, please!” 
she called out. Eddie stopped a minute, 
but he thought he could not wait till 
Maggie got wrapped up for the frolic. 
“No; I can’t,” he said, hurrying on a 
little faster; ‘‘ girls are such a bother. | 
Run in and play with your dolls!” Mag- 
gie began to ery, but Eddie tried not to 
listen, and soon he was in the midst of 
the other boys. 

But, somehow, nothing went right that 
afternoon. Riding down hill was not 
nearly as much fun as it had always been 
before. The children’s shouts and laugh- 
ter could not drown the sound of Maggie’s 
erying. At last Eddie caught up his sled 
and ran back to the house. ‘‘I guess I 
did not ask Jesus to bless my play this 
afternoon, as mamma told me to do, New 
Year day. I wonder whether Jesus would 
have gone off all alone to play, it He had 
made some one cry by doing so!” He 
ran into the house, and in a few minutes 
came out again with Maggie, all wrapped 
up in her little red hood and shawl, her 
face looking as bright as the sunshine. 
What a good time they had with the other 
children that afternoon! What matter 
was it if they did tumble over into the 
snow and get almost covered with it 
every few minutes? It was very cold, but 
how warm their hearts were! 

““T never had such fun before,” said 
Eddie, as he kissed his mother good-night. 
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The Satnozs’ MaGazine is sent, wnen asked for, gratuitously, to Life-Members and Life- 
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Form of a Bequest. 


“TI give and bequeath to Taz American SHAMEN’s Frienp Soctrety, incorporated by the 
Legislature of New York, in the year 1333, the sum of $——, to be applied to the charitable 
uses and purposes of the said Society.” : 

Three witnesses should certify at th end of the will, over their signatures, to the follow- 
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Loan Libraries For Ships. 


Loan Libraries for ships are furnished at the offices, 80 Wall Street. New York. and at the 
Congregational House. Boston, Mass.. at the shortest notice.—Bibles and Testaments in 
various languages may be had either at the office, or at the Depository of the New York 
City Bible-Society, 7 Beekman Street. 


Sailors’ Homes and Private Boarding Houses. — 
Keep 


Location. Established by ers 
New York, 190 Cherry Street.......... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. Fred’k Alexander. 
Boston, Mass., Salem and Bennet Sts. Boston ‘* 2 boa BD. BR. Jacobs, 
PasILADELPAaTA, Pa, 422 South FrontSt. Penn. Me ed ae C. F, Bowman. 
Witmineton, N.C., Front & Dock Sts. Wilm, ‘“ ie “--. Capt. J F. Gilbert. 
CHAR UHSTONS 9.0C cow anc vice sitet ts eismiea'el Charleston Port Society.... Capt. Peter Smitb. 
MOBIGE «AIA siecces <2 Daten ee -e.e. Ladies’ Sea. Fir’nd Society. Geo. Ernst Findeisen. 
SAn FRANCISCO, Cal .......-556. + Sec’ te oe ue « David Swannack. 
Honowutw, S. I...... Roniariaeteenie Sneed Honolulu ‘ S -« HE. Dunscombe. 
New York, 338 Pearl Street..... --«.+. Epis. Miss. Soe. for Seamen Edward Rode. 


G. F. Thompson. 
N. Hamilton, 
John Stevens, Supt. 


4-Catharine Laney Colored) ies 0 dO; 2 ee cee ccs = veo csyeene a 
Boston, N. Square, Mariners’ House. Boston Seamen’s Aid Soc’y 


PorrsmoutH. N. H., No. 8 State St ... Seamen’s Aid Society...... 


New Beprorp, 14 Bethel Court ....... Ladies’. Br, N. B. P.S...... Mr, & Mrs. HG. O. Nye. 
BaLttmore, 23 South Ann Street... 2. cece lec eesewece Sato heeaens eetets Miss Eien Brown. 
GALveEston, Texas, cor. Strand & 26 St. ..s.sreescenes pinialess eee wtalSeele eee aietale Delpy sie av ole o\vienioain oye 


Mariners’? Churches. 


SP INORFOLK tei¢ls'e eiecie cca siceeaies viayee 


Location. Sustained by 
New York, Catharine. cor, Madison... New York Port Society.... 


Rey. 


Ministers. 
E. D. Murphy. 


Foot of Pike Street, E R........-: Episcopal Miss, Society Robert J. Walker, 
No. 365 West Street, N. R........ 5 a se SESE igre sd. AS Hyland. 
Open air Service, Coenties Slip... es os SRE aes ce “ Tsaac Maguire. 
Oliver.‘cor. Henry Street ... .... Baptist...2.... see veeeseees “J. L. Hodge. D. D. 


- Cor. Henry and Market Streets... Sea & Land. Presbyterian. . 
BRooKuyYN, Van Brunt,n. President St. Am. Sea. Friend Society... 
ve Navy Yard.. o ss Se 


eorscareeereer eee 


Boston, North Square.......... +e«+ee» Boston Port Society........ ** Cyrus L. Eastman. 
Cor. Commercial and Lewis Sts... Baptist Bethel Society..... '. “~ H. A. Cooke, 
Parmenter Street.......2%- 5.500 - Episcopal....... Seesiaete $o0 J oP. Pierce: 


PorTLAND, Me.,Fort St , n. Custom H. Portland : ) 

PROVIDENCE. R, I., 52 Wickenden St... Prov. Sea. Friend Society.. 

NW BEDHORD +. .e0cer ne cs etna ... New Bedford Port Society. 

PHILADELPHIA, ¢, Front & Union Sts.. Presbyterian... --s.secsess 

Cor. Moyamensing and Washing- Mathodistns 
ton AVENUES -esrescreccrecse 


eee erososseos ee 


F. Southworth. 


William Major. 


Catharine Street......... «es +--+. Episcopal..... Rinieaiasisereieatel? if W. B. Erben. 
Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist....-...-+ses.scceerees P. Frayne. 
Beat ss ‘ -E. N. Harris. 


Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. 3 Saleione 
_ Battimore, cor. Alice & Anna Sts .... Seamen's Un. Bethel Soc’y. 
Cor. Light and Lee Streets........ Baltimore S. B 
Z { American & Norfolk Sea. t 


e0e tee tees ° 


Friend Societies. 
WIUMINGTON, N. C.......4 seeceeeesee. Wilmington Port Society... 
CHARLESTON, Church, n. Water St..... Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’y..- 


Chas. McElfresh. 
R. R. Murphy. 


E. N. Crane 


James W. Craig. 
Wm. B. Yates. 


SAVANNAH..... Ssatesewes Sealers wowreiipaies : vee “Richard Webb. 
Mosixe, Church Street near Water... —— == aa oe ee 
Nitw ORGANS? tis cencbenes ss cee Newsy Amer, Sea. Friend Socly-.. . a a Fone: 
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal ceiciccs.cevesseciane : Bate - Rowell. | 
e 7 cesseeeseeeees Chaplain Sailors’ Home..... ‘ E, A. Ludwick. 
“BR. S. Stubbs, 


PORTUAND, Oregon...-..++++0e.+eee-+e+ Amer, Sea. Friend Soc’y... 
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OBJECTS AND METHODS OF THE SOCIETY. 


1.—To improve the condition of seamen in every possible respect, and to SAVE THEIR SOULS. 
2.—To sanctify commerce, and make it everywhere serve as the handmaid of Christianity. 


1.—The preaching of the Gospel by missionaries and chaplains, and the maintenance of 
Bethel Churches in the principal ports of this and foreign countries. In addition to its chap- 
laincies in the United States, the Society has its stations in JAPAN, the SanDWICH ISLANDS, © 
GERMANY, FRANCE, ITALY, BELGIUM, DENMARK, NORWAY, SWEDEN, and also upon the LABRADOR 
Coast, N. A., and will establish others as its funds shall allow. Besides preaching the Gospel 
to seamen on ship-board and on shore, and to those who do business upon our inland waters, 
chaplains visit the sick and dying, and as far as possible supply the place of parents and 
friends. 

2.—The monthly publication of the Sattors’ MaGazINE and SEAMEN’S FRIEND, designed to 
collect and communicate information, and to enlist the sympathy and co-operation of- 
Christians of every name, in securing the objects of the Society. The last of these publica- 
tions is gratuitously furnished to chaplains and missionaries for distribution among sea- 
men and others.—The Society also publishes the Lire Boat, for the use of Sabbath-schools. 

3.—The provision of Loan Liprarigs, composed of carefully selected, instructive, and 
entertaining books, put up in cases containing between thirty-five and forty volumes each, 
for the use of ships’ officers and. crews. The donor of each library is informed when and 
where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted; and whatever of interestis heard from it, is com 
municated, as far as possible. The whole number of new libraries sent out by the Society, 
up to April 1st, 1881, is 7,111, Calculating 7,293 reshipments, their 391,070 volumes have been 
accessible to more than 278,840 men. Over twelve hundred hopeful conversions at sea have 
been reported as traceable to this instrumentality. A-large proportion of these libraries 
have been provided by special contributions from Sunday-schools, and are frequently heard 
from as doing good service. This work may be and should be greatly extended. Thousands 
of American vessels remain to be supplied. 
~4,—The establishment of Samors’ Homes, READING Rooms, Savines’ Bangs, the distribu- 
tion of Brsues, Tracts, &c. The Sarttors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street, New York, is the prop- 
erty and under the direction of the Society. It was opened in 1842, reconstructed, refurnish-— 
ed. and reopenéd in 1880, and is now unsurpassed by any Samors’ Home in the world. It has 
accommodated over 96,000 boarders, and has saved to seamen and their relatives, $1,500,000. 
Its moral and religious influence cannot be fully estimated, but very many seamen, (not less 
than one hundred, since January, 1880,) have there been led to Christ. Shipwrecked sailors 
are constantly provided for at the Homs. A missionary of the Society is in attendance, and 
religious meetings are held on week day evenings. : 


